
Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
 
Send Exchange Bulletins to: 
June Harris  
107 Dell Way 
Scotts Valley, CA 95066 

Please Deliver Promptly 

S
a

n
ta

 C
la

ra
 V

a
lle

y
 

G
e

m
 a

n
d

 M
in

e
ra

l S
o

c
ie

ty
 

V
o
lu

m
e
 5

8
 

N
u
m

b
e
r 9

 
S

a
n
 J

o
s
e
, C

A
 

S
e
p
te

m
b
e
r, 2

0
1
1
 

A
ll A

m
e
ric

a
n

 C
lu

b
 



P.O. Box 54, San Jose, CA 95103-0054 
Website: www.scvgms.org 
Email: info@scvgms.org 

Phone Number (408) 265-1422 

Santa Clara Valley  
Gem and Mineral Society  

An Invitation 
 This society is pleased to invite guests to attend general 
meetings, study groups, and field trips.  General meetings are nor-
mally held the fourth Tuesday of every month at 7:45 PM at 100 
Belwood Gateway (the Cabana Club), Los Gatos, CA 95032.   
Belwood Gateway is just south of Blossom Hill Road between Leigh 
Avenue and Harwood Road. 

 

Our next general meeting will be on September 27, 2011, at the Ca-
bana Club, 100 Belwood Gateway, Los Gatos, CA 95032 at 7:45 PM.  
 

Our next board meeting will be on September 29, 2011, Art Pimen-
tel’s home, 6647 Catamaran St., San Jose, CA 95119 at 7:30 PM 

SCVGMS ELECTED OFFICERS 
President:  Randy Harris 

   (831) 438-5150 

Vice President:  Carol Pimentel      

 (408) 489-4761  

Secretary: Rick Kennedy 

   (408) 529-9690 

Treasurer: Frank Mullaney  

   (408) 266-1791  

Editor: June Harris 

   (831) 438-5150 

Federation Director: Ruth Bailey 

   (408) 248-6195 

Alternate Fed. Director: Chuck Boblenz 

 (408) 734-2473 

Directors: 

     Maxie Casey        (408) 227-0526 

     David Lowe        (408) 720-9339 

     Marc Mullaney              (408) 691-1584 

     Michael Paone             (408) 340-3258 

     Art Pimentel      (408) 593-7903 

Historian: Michael Paone (408) 340-3258 

Parliamentarian: Dean Welder       

 (408) 353-2675 

SCVGMS COMMITTEE HEADS 
Donation Receiving Committee Chair: 

 George Yamashita 

Field Trip Committee Coordinator:  

 Dean Welder  

Founder‘s Day Picnic Food:  

         Art Pimentel 

Founder‘s Day Raffle: Pat Speece 

Founder‘s Day Bingo: Amy DeMasi 

Hospitality: Winnie Moore 

Installation Dinner: Michael Paone and 

 Nancy Reineking 

Librarian: Jennifer House 

Member Displays: Rick Kennedy 

PLAC (Public Lands Advisory Commit-

tee):  Bill Spence 

Program: Frank Mullaney & June Harris 

Refreshments: Ed Orekar 

Secret Auction: Donation Receiving 

Comm. 

Sergeant-at-arms: OPEN 

Show 2012: Frank Mullaney,  

 Marc Mullaney and Randy Harris 

Silent Auction: Julaine Mullaney 

Social: June Harris  

Sunshine: Ernestine Smith 

Trailer Custodian: Herb Vogel 

Trophies: Frank Mullaney 

Webmaster: RK Owen 

 Our Society’s Purpose: The inculcation of a love of rocks and minerals 
by the furtherance of members' interests in the earth sciences and by education in 
all facets of related educational activities with the promotion of good fellowship, 
proper ethics, and conduct. 
 
 Our Membership Requirements: Attendance at two general meetings 
within twelve months. This society is a member of the California Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies (CFMS) and is affiliated with the American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies (AFMS). Dues are $20.00 per year. 
 
 Our Newsletter, the Breccia, is published ten times annually.  The dead-
line for most articles is the Sunday before the regular meeting.  The Breccia Edi-
tor is June Harris who may be contacted by email at juneconeyharris@yahoo.com 
or by phone at (831) 438-5150.  The Breccia is proofread by Randy Harris.  Ruth 
Bailey handles all aspects of mailing. Exchange bulletins may be sent to June 
Harris at the following address: 107 Dell Way, Scotts Valley, CA 95066. Permis-
sion to copy is freely granted to American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
(AFMS) affiliated clubs when proper credit is given.   

 
Study Group Leaders 

For information on a study group, please call the leader(s) listed below 
 

Cutaways & Carvers John Eichhorn  (408) 749-0523 

 

Facet Cutters  Max Casey  (408) 227-0526 

 

Fossileers  Gail Matthews  (650) 962-9960 

 

Jewelers  Marc Mullaney  (408) 691-1584 

 

Mineraleers  Chuck Boblenz (408) 734-2473 

 

Smithies  Pat Speece  (408) 266-4327 
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Randy’s Ramblings 
 

Hello Fellow Rockhounds, 

 

Please fill out your Time and Talent sheets and 

turn them in at the September 27th meeting. I will 

appoint a nominating committee at the meeting 

and they will use the Time and Talent sheets to 

determine the recommended nominees. This 

makes their job much easier. Otherwise they will 

have to call everyone in the directory to find 

people willing to run for office. The Time and Tal-

ent sheets also help the President when it comes 

time to appoint committees. There are many 

very easy jobs to fill that would be a good way 

for newer members to get involved. The Nomi-

nating Committee will present the candidates 

for office at the October meeting. The election 

will be held at the November meeting. 

 

The Board has reserved the Cabana Club for our 

annual Installation Dinner. We have selected the 

menu from Willow Street. We are working on the 

logistics at present. There is a sign up sheet in this 

Breccia or pick one up at the meeting. The 

deadline for reservations is the November meet-

ing. As usual, we will be hosting a couple of Ma-

rines and collect unwrapped gifts for their ―Toys 

for Tots‖ program. 

 

The North Bay Field Trip meeting will be Saturday, 

October 1st, in Vallejo. Sign in will start at 9:00 

AM. Anyone can go. There is a Potluck Lunch 

and a silent auction (please bring something for 

BOTH). This is a great place to learn about field 

trips that have happened and will happen in the 

future. If you need directions, please contact 

June Harris or Dean Welder. 

 

There are several shows coming up locally in the 

next couple of months. Check out the listing 

here in the Breccia. It is always good to support 

our sister clubs and see how they do things. 

 

I hope you all had a wonderful summer. 

 

Randy Harris, President 



Member displays by Rick Kennedy 
 
 

The theme this month was ―Agate‖ and there was a 

great response by our membership.  We had nine dif-

ferent entries in the Bragging Rights contest and sev-

eral other nice pieces of show and tell!   

 

Max Casey brought two samples, one that he is pretty 

sure is a type of glass slag, the other I believe is an un-

usual lapidary material called Seraphinite, it better be 

unusual, it cost a bunch!   

 

Ruth Bailey brought lovely examples of Botswana, Bra-

zilian and Montana agate.   

 

Matt Woods brought some larger specimen of La-

guna, Aqua Nueva, Apache and Iris agate.  He also 

brought some human show and tell!  He introduced 

Tom Shearer, photographer of ―Agates, Inside and 

Out‖ and showed some of his photography work on 

agates.   

 

Kathi Peverini brought a collection of agates, many of 

them self collected.  Represented were Snakeskin, Pi-

geon Blood, Montana and Brazilian agate among 

others.   

 

Next month‘s program will be on the ―All That Glitters‖ 

exhibit of gem minerals, faceted gems and jewelry.  

As the exhibit draws strongly from Southern California 

localities, please bring your own SoCal glittery things 

to share… and don‘t forget, the Bragging Rights 

theme for next month is the color Orange! 

Sunshine 
 

George and Jane Yamashita have a new grand-

child, born to their son, Adam, who is also a 

member of the club.  

Randy and June Harris‘ first grandchild was born 

in August to their son and daughter-in-law.  A 

baby boy!  

If you know of a society member who has been 

or is ill, had a death in the family, or has had a 

great event happen in their life, please contact 

Ernestine Smith with the news.  Ernestine‘s phone 

number is (408) 395-5035, or email her at 

ebotts@juno.com.  
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The September meeting pro-

gram will be given by  

Rick Kennedy and is titled 
 

“All That Glitters”  
 

A slide show of photographs of an exhibi-

tion of minerals, gemstones and jewelry 

with an emphasis of the gem minerals  

of Southern California.  

Rockhound of the month 

for the month of August was  

Art Pimentel  

for his work on the SCVGMS 

board and helping put on the 

Founder’s Day Picnic.  

Braggin’Right Contest Results 
by June Harris 

 
People’s Choice winner was Fred Fisher.  

Fred is asked to bring back his winning speci-

men to receive his prize.  Fred, we want to 

know more about your winning entry. What is 

it and where did you get it? 

 
Judged winner: no entries! What a shame, 

would have been an easy win. 

 

The theme for September is Orange.  Bring a 

specimen that is orange or primarily orange 

to enter.  Let‘s get some judged entries this 

time, too.  Show off those skills. 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

Next SCVGMS annual show 

will be April 20th-22nd, 2011 

Setup will begin on April 18th. 



Surrell Rock  

Shop Sale 

September 10th 

9am - 1 pm. 

891 Sunlite Drive 

Santa Clara 

The Surrell‘s are having a sale of 

lapidary equipment,  

findings and, of course, rocks. 

  Too many pieces of  

equipment to list (sphere mak-

ing machine, slab polisher, 

saws, etc.) jewelry supplies and 

40+ years  

of rocks collected  

by John and Eva Surrell.  

If you can‘t make it on the 10th, 

call 408-296-4937 for an  

appointment. 

Another member 

will be having an 

equipment and 

rock sale on       

October 15th in the 

San Jose area.  

More information 

will be available in 

the October     

Breccia.   

Smilodon 
by Isabella Updyke-Welch 

A Junior member of SCVGMS  
 

My friend has three cats who are soft, and fluffy, and 

friendly.  One of them has sharp claws and leaves 

scratches all over my friend‘s hands. Your regal house cat 

weighs about fifteen pounds. The Smilodon is also a cat 

that lived long ago, but a Smilodon compared to a kitty 

cat is a monster. I want to tell you about this monster.  
 

What is the state fossil?   

Thousands of bones of this monster have been found in La 

Brea Tar Pits in Los Angeles.  The second most common 

bone found there was the Smilodon. That‘s why it became 

known as the state fossil. The animal has two names. The 

common names is Sabertooth and the scientific name is 

Smilodon. In Greek, Smilodon means chisel tooth. The 

three types of Smilodons are gracil, fatalis, and populator.  
 

What did they look like?   

They looked more like a bear than a cat. They weighed 

approximately 880 pounds and could open their mouths 

120 degrees. Their teeth were 7 inches long.  Their teeth 

got broken during hunting. This part I like the most, how 

they hunt. They hunted in packs by driving their prey into 

one another.  They had powerful legs to help them sprint. 

They ate lots of meat and had a very strong bite because 

of their really long teeth.  They like to bite to the throat, or 

the belly, and held on tight. Do you know who found the 

first Smilodon? Danish naturalist and paleontologist, Peter 

Wilhelm Lund, found the first Smilodon in North and South 

America.  
 

When did the Smilodon live and die?   

Smilodon lived 2.5 million to 10,000 years ago, that is one 

old cat. They lived in the Cenozoic era. They lived through 

lots of ice ages but the last one was hard for plants and 

animals. Lots of plants died out and the most big plant 

eaters died out that Smilodon ate.  It was hard with barely 

enough food with the people eating his prey that was left 

and they cannot eat the smaller prey because their jaws 

were too big to bite their prey.  

 

 It is sad that this interesting predator went extinct, and in 

a happier thought we do not have big monsters in our 

world. It would be awesome to be able to see and study 

these awesome predators in a zoo today. I love these 

great predators, they had such fantastic fighting skills.  
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Faceters 
 

The Faceters meet on the first 

Saturday of the month from 9 

AM—noon at Max Casey‘s 

home.  Please call Max at (408) 

227-0526 for directions and more informa-

tion about this group.  Next meeting in Oc-

tober. 

Cutaways and Carvers 

The Cutaways and Carvers 

group meets on the second 

Saturday of the month at John 

Eichhorn‘s house from 1 pm to 

4 pm. Please call John for more 

information and directions   

 

Show meeting 
will be on  

September 21st  

at 7:30 PM  

at Ruth Bailey’s home.  

 The Mineraleer‘s will be on hiatus from 

June through August and will start again on 

September 13th with a meeting at the 

Boblenz‘ residence. The topic will be HARD-

NESS AND STREAK. 

 Please watch the BRECCIA for further 

details. Hope everyone has a great summer 

and that may your rock bags be full of those 

super finds. 

Fossileers 

 

If you have a particular 

interest in fossils and 

would like to continue 

this study group, please contact Gail 

Matthews at (650) 962-9960 or     

glassrockwood@aol.com.  
 

What do the Smithies do? We make jewelry 

using a torch, saw, files, polishers, et al. We 

teach you how and when to use the 

tools.  You are welcome to use our tools, ma-

terials, and help.  Beginners are always wel-

come. 

 

The Smithie workshop schedule is being 

changed.  Instead of the second Monday 

and Tuesday of the first full week of each 

month,  we will meet that Monday and the 

following Friday  (same week). Time is always 

7 to 10pm 

 

September 12 & 16 

October 10 & 14 

November 14 &18 

December 12 & 16 

 

If we need to cancel any of these days, we 

will email you.  If you want to be on the 

Smithie email list or have any questions, email 

me. Questions?  pat.speece@sbcglobal.net  

 

Thanks, 

Pat  
 

mailto:pat.speece@sbcglobal.net
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Field Trip Schedule 
 

 

 

For more information about the field trips 

below, please contact Dean Welder at                                     

fieldtrips@scvgms.org 
 

September 2nd – 5th, Snyder‘s Pow Wow,  Valley 

Springs, CA 

 

September 10th -11th, Grimes Pt/ Fallon area, 

NV for jasper, agate, and  rhyolite 

 

September 15th-17th,  Delta UT areas for fossils 

and rocks 

 

September 16th-18th, Jade Cove for jade, acti-

nolite, serpentine, soapstone and abalone shells 

 

September 17th , Shell Beach, CA for jasper and 

whalebone  

 

September 18th, San Jose, CA Tour of New Al-

maden Quicksilver mine.  Fee activity $5.00 

 

September 30th, Gladding McBean Mine Tour,        

Lincoln, CA 

 

October 1st,  North Bay Field trip meeting in  

Vallejo.  

 

October 21st –23rd, Fernley, NV for various min-

erals.  

September 12th Smithies workshop open 

at Pat Speece‘s home from 7-10 PM.    

September 13th Mineraleer‘s meeting at 

Chuck Boblenz‘s home.  

September 16th Smithies workshop open 

at Pat Speece‘s home from 7-10 PM.  

September 27th General meeting at 7:45 

PM.  

September 29th Board meeting at 7:30 PM 

hosted by Art Pimentel. 

October 1st– North Bay Field Trip meeting 

in Vallejo.  

October 10th Smithies workshop open at 

Pat Speece‘s home from 7-10 PM.  

October 14th Smithies workshop open at 

Pat Speece‘s home from 7-10 PM.  

October 25th General meeting at 7:45 PM. 

Cake and punch social before meeting 

at 7:15 PM to celebrate the start of a new 

Junior‘s group.   

October 27th Board meeting at 7:30 PM, 

hosted by Dean Welder. 

November 14th Smithies workshop open 

at Pat Speece‘s home from 7-10 PM.  

November 18th Smithies workshop open 

at Pat Speece‘s home from 7-10 PM.  

November 22nd General meeting at 7:45 

PM and Board meeting  immediately fol-

lowing general meeting. Silent Auction 

throughout the evening.  Please bring 

items to donate to the silent auction.  

They can be rock-related or not.  Election 

of 2012 officers and board of directors 

throughout the evening.  

December 6th Installation Dinner at the 

Cabana Club 

December 8th Board meeting at 7:30 PM, 

hosted by Randy Harris. 

December 12th Smithies workshop open 

at Pat Speece‘s home from 7-10 PM.  

December 16th Smithies workshop open 

at Pat Speece‘s home from 7-10 PM.  
 

2011 SCVGMS  
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 20th Annual  

Big Sur Jade Festival 
 

October 7th, 8th, & 9th, 2011 

 
Friday Noon - 6 PM 

Saturday 10 AM - 6 PM 

Sunday 10 AM - 6 PM 
 

Admission Free 
 

http://www.bigsurjadefest.com/  

http://www.bigsurjadefest.com/


                    NBFT FALL MEETING – OCTOBER 1 2011 

SOLANO COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 

900 FAIRGROUND DRIVE VALLEJO, CA 94589 

707-644-9764 
Hosted by Vallejo Gem and Mineral Society 

 

Schedule: 9:00 – 9:30 am Registration / Social with donuts and coffee/juice 

  9:30am Business meeting begins 

   Roll Call, Minutes, Treasurer‘s Report, Old Business, New Business 

  10:45-11:00am Morning Break - Silent Auction 

  11:00 – noon Past Field trips between last meeting and today. 

  noon-1:00pm Potluck Lunch – Silent Auction 

   Silent Auction closed?? 

  1:00-1:30pm Bills Paid, New-Proposed Field trips 

  1:30-2:30pm Our speaker “Phyllis Malicki” Subject “Opals” 

  2:30pm End of meeting 

    

This is a potluck affair please bring a dish to share, meat will be provided. Bring your own plate. Forks, 

spoons and napkins and cups will be provided. Also we need each of you to bring a rock for the silent 

auction.  

Directions to our shop: 
Whether you are coming from the north or south on highway 80, you take the highway 37 (San 

Rafael) exit going west. Get in the far right lane to the 1st exit. As you exit on to ―Fairgrounds Drive‖ you 

bear to the left turn going under the overpass going south. 2nd light turn left that is going into the fair-

grounds it‘s self on the other side is Marine world. Once you are in the fairgrounds you bear to the left 

(you will see a sign pointing to Vallejo Gem and Mineral) go north and the road wraps around the 

back side of the fairgrounds. This road goes along the highway. Go to the end and turn right. Go until 

you are in the fair‘s fairway turn right YOU ARE NOW IN FRONT OF THE SHOP it‘s the green building on 

your right side. The doors of the shop are on the right side as well. 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
San Jose, CA 

Breccia  
September, 2011 

8



September 2-5 - FORT BRAGG, CA, Mendocino Coast Gem 

& Mineral Society, Town Hall, 363 N. Main St, (corner of Main 

& Laurel), Hours: Fri-Sun 10-6; Mon 10-4,                                

Jerry Sommer (707) 917-1833 

September 10-11 - DOWNEY, CA, Delvers Gem & Mineral 

Society,  Woman's Club of Downey, 9813 Paramount Blvd., 

Hours: Sat 10-6; Sun 10-4, Guynell Miller (562) 633-0614         

September 17-18: PASO ROBLES, CA, Santa Lucia Rock-

hounds, Pioneer Park & Museum, 2010 Riverside Avenue, 

Hours: 10-5 daily, Dale Conrad (805) 226-0719 Email:        

Conrad@att.net,   Website: http://slrockhounds.org                                      

September 17-18 - STOCKTON, CA, Stockton Lapidary & Min-

eral Club, Scottish Rite Masonic Center, 33 W. Alpine Ave-

nue, Hours: 10-5 Daily, Jan Bradley or Dorothy Tonnacliff 

(209) 629-3837 / (209) 603-4539, Email: slmcshow@juno.com,                                                                 

Website: http://www.stocktonlapidary.com                        

September 23-25: SAN BERNARDINO, CA, Orange Belt Min-

eralogical Society, Western Regional Little League Park, 6707 

Little League Dr., Hours: 9:00 a.m. to Dusk daily,                        

Steve Williams (909) 389-8680, Email: ironelk@ymail.com            

Website: http://obmsrocks.yolasite.com                              

September 24-25 - MONTEREY, CA, Carmel Valley Gem & 

Mineral Society, Monterey Fairgrounds, 2004 Fairgrounds 

Road, Hours: Sat 10-6; Sun 10-5, Matt Biewer (831) 659-4156, 

Email: mattbiewer@aol.com ,                                              

Website: http://www.cvgms.org                                                   

October 2: FALLBROOK, CA, Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Facility 

123 W. Alvarado St, Ste. B, Hours: 10–4 daily, Janice Bricker 

Email: fgms@sbcglobal.net, Website: www.fgms.org            

October 8-9: GRASS VALLEY, CA, Nevada County Gem & 

Mineral Society, Nevada County Fairgrounds, 11228 

McCourtney Road, Hours: 10-5 daily,                                               

Kim Moore (530) 470-0388, Email: kmoore160@comcast.net,                                       

Website: www.ncgms.org                                                                        

October 8-9 - TRONA, CA, Searles Lake Gem & Mineral Soci-

ety, 13337 Main Street, Hours: Sat; 7:30-5; Sun. 7:30-4, Jim 

&am; Bonnie Fairchild (760) 372-5356,                                          

Email: slgms@iwvisp.com,                                                                

Website: www1.iwvisp.com/tronagemclub                                    

October 15: WEST HILLS, CA, Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, 

First United Methodist Church, 22700 Sherman Way,                  

Hours: 10-5, Mary Beth Pio, Email: info@rockchippers.org, 

Website: www.rockchippers.org                                            

October 15-16 - ANDERSON, CA, Shasta Gem & Mineral So-

ciety, Shasta District Fairgrounds, Briggs Street, Hours: Sat. 9-

5; Sun. 10-4, Steve Puderbaugh (530) 365-4000;                     

Cell (530) 604-2951, Email: steve@applyaline.com,                                                                    

Website: www.www.shastagemandmineral.com                                   

October 15-16 - PLACERVILLE, CA, El Dorado County Gem & 

Mineral Society, El Dorado County Fairgrounds 100 Placer-

ville Drive, Hours: 10-5 daily, Karen Newlin,  (530) 676-2472,                            

Email: info@rockandgemshow.org                                                     

Show Website: www.rockandgemshow.org                                       

October 15-16 - SANTA ROSA, CA, Santa Rosa Mineral & 

Gem Society, Veterans Memorial Auditorium, 1351 Maple 

Ave, Hours: Sat. 10-6: Sun 10-5, Debbie Granat                 

(707) 542-1651, Email: santarosarockshow@hotmail.com  

Website: www.srmgs.org                                                                           

October 15-16 - WHITTIER, CA, Whittier Gem & Mineral Soci-

ety, Whittier Community Center, 7630 Washington, Hours: 10

-5 Daily, Marcia Goetz (626) 260-7239,                                      

Email: joemar1@verizon.net                                                      

October 22-23: LOS ALTOS, CA, Peninsula Gem & Geology 

Society, Los Altos Youth Center, One N. San Antonio Road, 

Hours: Sat.10-5; Sun 11-5, Steve Jobe (408) 279-2069,                      

Email: steve_jobe@sbcglobal.net                                           

Website: www.pggs.org/                                                      

November 5-6 - LANCASTER, CA, Palmdale Gem & Mineral 

Club, Antelope Valley Fairgrounds, 2551 West Ave. H & Hwy 

14, Hours: 9-5 daily, Cheri George, (562) 243-8470,                                              

Email: lizardwoman3@yahoo.com,                                                  

Website: www.palmdalegemandmineral.com                              

November 5-6 - RIDGECREST, CA, Indian Wells Gem & Min-

eral Society, Desert Empire Fairgrounds (Mesquite Hall),   

520 West Richmond Road, Hours: 9-5 daily, John DeRosa 

(760) 375-7905,       Email: IndianWellsGems@hotmail.com ,                                           

Website: www.indianwells.weebly.com                                           

November 5-6 - SAN DIEGO, CA, San Diego Mineral & Gem 

Society, Al Bahr Shrine Center, 5440 Kearny Mesa Road, 

Hours: Sat. 9:30-5; Sun. 10-4, Bob Hancock, (619) 461-5783, 

(619) 889-6886 cell, Email: rhbobhancock@cs.com, Web-

site: www.sdmg.org                                                                

November 11-13: SACRAMENTO, CA, Sacramento Mineral 

Society, Scottish Rite Temple, 6151 H Street, Hours: Fri 10-6; 

Sat 10-5; Sun 10-4, Stanley Henneman (916) 363-5011,  

Email: Lakota27@sbcglobal.net,                                                  

Website: www.sacramentomineralsociety.org                                                          

November 12-13 - YUBA CITY, CA, Sutter Buttes Gem & Min-

eral Society, Yuba-Sutter Fairgrounds (Franklin Hall),          

442 Franklin Ave., Hours: Sat. 9-5; Sun. 9-4, Erik Anspaugh 

(916)567-9750, Email: rocks@hughes.net ,                                               

Website: www.sutterbuttes.net                                                                    

November 19-20 - OXNARD, CA, Oxnard Gem & Mineral 

Society, Oxnard Performing Arts Center, 800 Hobson Way, 

Hours: Sat 9–5;  Sun 10–4, Norb Kinsler, (805) 644-6450                                                      

Email: show_info@oxnardgem.com                                               

Website: http://www.oxnardgem.com                                    

December 3-4: BARSTOW, CA, Mojave Desert Gem & Min-

eral Society, Barstow Community Center, 841 S. Barstow 

Road, Hours: 10–5 daily, Gene Haines (760) 256-0595,   

Email: vhaines@san.rr.com, Website: www.mdgms.org                                      

2012 CFMS club shows 

February 17-26: INDIO, CA, San Gorgonio Mineral & Gem 

Society, Gem & Mineral Building, Bldg #1, Arabia Street, 

Hours: 10-10 daily, Bert Grisham (915) 849-1674, Email: 

bert67@verizon.net                                                                

Let‘s visit a show  

CFMS Club Show Calendar 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
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MAILTO:Conrad@att.net
http://slrockhounds.org/
MAILTO:slmcshow@juno.com
http://www.stocktonlapidary.com
MAILTO:ironelk@ymail.com
http://obmsrocks.yolasite.com/
MAILTO:mattbiewer@aol.com
http://www.cvgms.org
MAILTO:fgms@sbcglobal.net
http://www.fgms.org
MAILTO:kmoore160@comcast.net
http://www.ncgms.org
MAILTO:slgms@iwvisp.com
http://www1.iwvisp.com/tronagemclub/
MAILTO:info@rockchippers.org
http://www.rockchippers.org
MAILTO:steve@applyaline.com
http://www.shastagemandmineral.com
MAILTO:info@rockandgemshow.org
http://www.rockandgemshow.org
MAILTO:santarosarockshow@hotmail.com
http://www.srmgs.org
MAILTO:joemar1@verizon.net
MAILTO:steve_jobe@sbcglobal.net
http://www.pggs.org/
MAILTO:lizardwoman3@yahoo.com
http://www.palmdalegemandmineral.com
MAILTO:IndianWellsGems@hotmail.com
http://www.indianwells.weebly.com
MAILTO:rhbobhancock@cs.com
http://www.sdmg.org
MAILTO:Lakota27@sbcglobal.net
http://www.sacramentomineralsociety.org
MAILTO:rocks@hughes.net
http://www.sutterbuttes.net
MAILTO:show_info@oxnardgem.com
http://www.oxnardgem.com
MAILTO:vhaines@san.rr.com
http://www.mdgms.org
MAILTO:bert67@verizon.net


CFMS Field Trip Jade Cove  

September 16th-18th, 2011 
By Robert Sankovich, Co-chair FTS 

via CFMS newsletter, September, 2011 

 
If you’re interested in going to Jade Cove in September, reserve a site. 
I’m not going to be able to grab sites when I’m up there so it’s up to you 
to get your campsite. Half the sites are first come, first serve. If you’re 
not able to reserve a site, you can reserve sites 6 months ahead.  I will 
be at comp #35 Thursday—Sunday, September 16th –18th, 2011.  
 
Here is the link for reservations:  
Http://www.recreation.gov/campgroundSearchResult.do?
topTabIndex=CampingSpot 
 
Field Trip: Our September field trip will be to Jade Cove, South of Big 
Sur. We will be looking for nephrite jade. It can be found along the 
shoreline. You can come up for the day or join up camping overnight. 
Deb and I will be there Thursday, Sept. 15th to Sunday, September 
18th. Day use is free by the side of the road, Camping $22.00.  No Elec-
tric hookups. 45 campsites. Half are assigned on a first come first 
served basis. You now can reserve your campsite. See contact informa-
tion below… 8 persons per site.  Each site has a picnic table grill and 
fire pit. Flush toilets restrooms and water are nearby. Saturday night 6 
pm there will be a potluck dinner.  
 
Directions: From Ventura head north on Freeway 101, at San Luis 
Obispo, take Highway 1 north, towards the coast, to Morro Bay, con-
tinue on Hwy 1 north approximately 60 miles from Morro Bay to Plaskett 
Creek campground. Campground is on right side (east). Once at camp-
ground, look for a CFMS sign next to the sign by entrance or by 
Robert’s campsite #035. Approximately 235 miles from Thousand Oaks, 
3.5-4 hour drive time.  
 
Meeting: Friday/Saturday 9am to 4pm. Sunday afternoon. We will meet 
at Robert’s campsite #035. There will be a short briefing of the sites. We 
will be going to Jade Cove, Sand Dollar Beach, Willow Creek. Please 
remember to sign a release form to participate in the field trip. From the 
camp to Jade Cove we will then drive south on Hwy 1 half a mile to a 
long pull out on the right side (west) with a entrance to Jade cove. Use 
the stairs to climb over the fence and walk approximately 150 yards 
across a grass area to a switch back down to the cove, approximately 
100 yards. Use sturdy shoes. The bottom of the trail can be washed out 
so take your time. Walk over the bigger rocks at the basin  to the center 
of the cove where there is a small beach. In the surf and along the shore 
jade can be found amongst the other rocks. Be careful and aware when 
collecting close to the surf zone.  
 
Minerals to collect: nephrite jade, serpentine, actinolite, soapstone, aba-
lone shells.  
 
Tools: Collecting bags, buckets, day pack, digging tools, rock pick, pry 
bar, eye protection, trowels, hand rake, hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, 
sturdy shoes, rubber boots or old tennis shoes, layered clothing, towels, 
change of clothes/shoes in case you get wet. Drinking water, lunch or 
snacks, camping gear if you plan on spending the night. (The main tools 
to use are simple garden tools, a hand trowel and hand rake)  

 
Please let us know if  you are going to go on the field trip, weather 
changes. If we don’t know your going on the field trip, we won’t be able 
to contact you if the field trip is cancelled.  
 
If interested in a color aerial photo of Sand Dollar Beach to Jade Cove, 
email me.  
 
Robert Sankovich  805-494-7734  resorca@adelphia.net 
Adam Dean  909-489-4899      theagatehunter@verizon.net 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR COLLECTION REVISITED 
By Chuck Boblenz 

 Did you take a good look at your collection after reading 
about collections in the last BRECCIA?  I hope so. 

I also hope that in doing so you started to feel an urge to 
share it with your fellow club members and the general public 
when we have our show in April. 
 If this seems like a fit for you and your neat collection, 
then I would like to make a couple of recommendations. 
 What is the major color of your collection? If it is a min-
eral collection that is mostly red? Then, what contrasting color 
would show your specimen off best? Would it be a gray, white or 
light cream color that would make them hop right out to the 
viewer? 
 There may be other colors that may do this for your col-
lection, but the point is to go to a fabric store, like Joann’s Fabrics 
and see what they have in the way of material. I forewarn you that 
this store has so many colors of fabric it is mind blowing. 
 I do recommend that you select a material that has some 
stretch to it so that when you put this onto your liner panels that 
you can get a smooth finish for your case. 
 Later BRECCIA’s will have the plans to make a set of 
liners to be used in one of the club cases and will be where we 
will use this material you have selected and purchased. 
 The second recommendation is to look closely at your 
collection, and if it is really large in number, then you might select 
a group that are the ones you like most and set them aside. Some 
exhibitor’s place their entire collections into a case and the high 
volume of items can be distracting to the person viewing your 
case. The main idea is to make it as appealing as possible to the 
casual viewer. 
 One of our club members, Mike Paone, was a first time 
exhibitor last year and went through these same steps that I have 
been describing here. I am sure that he would enjoy chatting with 
you and answer any questions that you might have; in addition to 
Mike, you can ask any of our club officers and they can help and/
or recommend others to help with your needs. 
 Please consider showing your collection at our coming 
show. It is not too early to start that planning now . 
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 Each year we have elections.  To do that, we have three people from the Board and 
general membership put together a slate of proposed officers.   To get this slate, the nominat-
ing committee must ask other members to run for offices.  
 If they know ahead of time who would be willing to run for a particular (or any) office, 
AND who wouldn’t or couldn’t accept any position for the following year, their job is made 
much simpler.  Please call Randy Harris for further information (831) 438-5150.  Please note 
that many positions can be filled by members with little to no experience, and mentoring is 
available to anyone who would like to take on a position but is unsure as to how to do the job. 
In this issue of the Breccia, all of the board and committee positions are briefly outlined.  
 Please fill out this sheet to indicate what offices and or committee you are willing to fill, 
turn it in at the next general meeting, or mail it to Randy Harris, 107 Dell Way, Scotts Valley, 
CA 95066.  If you live out of state, you don’t need to do this.  
 

Your Name _____________________________ 
 
Your Phone Number_________________________ 

Board of Directors and Positions  
(elected by the membership)  

___ President  
___ Vice President  

___ Secretary  
___ Treasurer  

___ Editor  
___ Federation Director  

___ Alternate Fed. Director  

___ Board Member  (need 5)  
___ Parliamentarian (non -voting)  

___ Historian (non -voting)  
 

___ Unable to accept a board  
 position at this time.  

 
Other ways to contribute:  

___ Be a greeter at meetings  
___ Give a program to adults or juniors  

___ Write Articles for the Breccia  
___ Give a demonstration at the show  

___ Lead a study group  
___ Help on a committee(s) (Please 

 name committee(s) below)  

Committee Chairpersons  
(selected by the President)   

Co-chairpersons are welcome.  
___ Donation Receiving Committee  

___ Field Trips  
___ Financial Advisory Committee (FAC)  

___ Founderôs Day Picnic 
___ Hospitality  

___ Juniors  

___ Installation Dinner  
___ Librarian  

___ Programs  
___ Member Displays  

___ Public Lands Access (PLAC)  
___ Refreshments  

___ Sergeant -at -Arms  
___ Secret Auction  

___ Silent Auction  
___ Social Activities  

___ Sunshine  
___ Show Chair (2013)  

___ Vice Custodian (Trailers)  
___ Trophy Chair  

___ Unable to accept a committee chair  

 position at this time  



Public Lands Advisory 

Committee – South 
John Martin – PLAC – South plac-south@antelecom.net  via CFMS newsletter 9/2011 

 

Help Save Our State Parks 
 A California State Park needs your help. The California State Mining and Mineral Museum 

http://www.parks.ca.gov/default.asp?page_id=588 is on the closure list for California State Parks along with 70 

other State Parks. Assembly Bill 42 (AB 42) has the potential to save this and all 70 State Parks slated for closure. 

See the bill at the link below: http://www.legislature.ca.gov/cgi-bin/port-postquery?

bill_number=ab_42&sess=CUR&house=B&author=huffman 

  AB 42 would allow the California State Parks Department to enter into an operating agreement for the 

development, improvement, restoration, care, maintenance, administration, or operation of a unit or units of 

the state park system, as identified by the director, with a qualified nonprofit organization that exists to provide 

visitor services in state parks, facilitate public access to park resources, improve park facilities, or provide inter-

pretive and educational services. If AB 42 is enacted it means that a Qualified Nonprofit Organization can op-

erate the park and the park can remain open. AB 42 has passed the Assembly and is currently in the Senate 

Committee on Natural Resources and Water where it has been approved for vote on the Senate floor. The 

current status of AB 42 is it has been placed in the senate appropriations suspense file pending further action. 

 The California State Legislature in summer recess from August 1, 2011 to August 15, 2011. Now is the 

best time to contact your elected state official and ask them to support the passage AB 42 so some of our 

states parks can remain open. Your state legislator can be found by going to: http://www.legislature.ca.gov/

legislators_and_districts/legislators/your_legislator.html  and entering your Zip code then to their webpage 

where you can contact them with an email requesting their support in getting AB 42 out of suspense file and 

to a vote on the Senate floor and then to the whole legislature for approval. Your action today can help save 

our California State Mining and Mineral Museum and other State Parks from closure. More on how you can 

help, from the Sierra Sun Times: http://goldrushcam.com/sierrasuntimes/index.php/news/mariposa-daily-news-

2011/109-july/2913-how-you-can-helpkeep=the-mining-a-mineral-museum-in-mariposa-ca-open 

Become Pro-Active and a Rockhound Activist  
 The Public Land Use pendulum may have reached the end of its travel extreme and may be headed 

in the other direction toward more reasonable Multiple Use Public Land Management.  However, the environ-

mental activist groups still have plenty of money and lobbying power to buy congressional support for their 

agendas. Several pieces of legislation have been introduced during the current session of congress that when 

enacted will help to created a multiple use road map for America‘s Public Lands. These new pieces of legisla-

tion not only will give direction to the Public Managers to manage Public Lands for Multiply Usage but will pro-

vide congressional oversight, restrictions and regulations to the agencies responsible for our public lands man-

agement. Most of the current pending legislation restricting the usage or special interest groups usage is 

stalled in committee and with the greater needs of our country at stake may be left in limbo for some time.  

 The following proposed bills are worthy of review by rockhounds and multiple users of our deserts and 

forest lands where collecting and recreation takes place: 

H.R. 758: National Monument Designation Transparency and Accountability Act.  

H.R. 1581 and S 1087: Wilderness and Roadless Area Release Act of 2011.  

H.R. 1996: Government Litigation Savings Act.  

 The current status and text of these pending bills may be found on the Active Legislation page of the 

ALAA Website 222.amlands.org and deserve review and consideration by rockhounds and users of our public 

lands. These bills when enacted will help in keeping public lands open to all public users.  

 The following pending legislation, if enacted, may put more use restrictions on California‘s deserts and 

mountain forest areas:   

H.R. 113: Angeles and San Bernardino National Forests Protection Act. 

H.R. 41: Beauty Mountain and Agua Tibia Wilderness Act of 2011 

H.R. 281 Los Padres National Forest Land Exchange Act.  

S. 138 California Desert Protection Act of 2011 

 The current status on the above bills along with California Renewable Energy projects, which have a 

direct effect on Public Land Access and usage, can be found on the Active Legislation ñCalifornia page of 

the ALAA Website www.amlands..org and deserve review and consideration by rockhounds and users our 

public lands.  
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Dinner will be buffet style with the following: 
 
 Entrees:  Roasted sliced tri tip (beef) 
   Spaghetti and meatballs 
   Fettucine chicken tequila 
 Salad: Romaine gorgonzola salad  
 Vegetable: Sauteed almond broccoli 
 Side:  Homemade honey wheat bread and butter 
 Dessert: Tiramisu or 
   Caramel apple bread pudding 

Name: ____________________________   Phone # :__________________________ 
 
Number of adults     ____  X $10.00 =___________  
Number of children under 12         ____  X $  5.00  =___________ 
 
Please make checks payable to: Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society  
 
Mail this form and your payment to:  
Nancy Reineking, 229 Massol Ave. #4, Los Gatos, CA 95030 
 
Questions: Call Nancy (408) 340-3258 or email her at nancyreineking@prodigy.net 

Reservation Form for Installation Dinner  

Installation Dinner 2011  
Date: Tuesday, December 6, 2011  

Dinner is at 7:00 PM  
Place: Cabana Club, 100 Belwood Gateway, Los Gatos  

Deadline for reservations: November 22, 2011  
Cost: $10.00 per adult, $5.00 per child under 12  
Please bring an unwrapped gift for a boy or girl  

 to donate to Toys for Tots.  
Return your reservation form to:  

Nancy Reineking, 229 Massol Ave. #4, Los Gatos, CA 95030  
So sign up early because there is only 60 attendees.  

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
San Jose, CA 
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Tourmaline - Nature‘s Potpourri  
By Ted Robles for The Mountain Gem, April 2008 

 

 ―Tourmaline‖ is not the name of a mineral. It is, 

however, the name given to a mineral group, which 

there are fourteen recognized varieties. These minerals 

are members of a mineralogical classification known 

as Cyclosilicates, because their tetrahedral Silicon at-

oms are arranged in stacked circular groupings.  They 

are very complex in chemical structure, and since 

they all contain Boron, they are referred to as com-

plex borosilicates. In this respect, they may be thought 

of as nature‘s first attempt to make ―Pyrex,‖ which is 

also a complex borosilicate, if man-made. Chemical 

composition of individual members of the group will 

be considered later, but minerallogically they are in 

the hexagonal system, even though a tourmaline crys-

tal may sometimes be triangular in cross-section. The 

faces are curved, and elongated, with vertical stria-

tions (grooves). Hardness 7.0-7.5; specific gravity 3.15 

+/- 0.15, poor cleavage, conchoidal fracture, luster 

vitreous,  but oily to resinous on fractured surfaces. 

Some varieties are pleochroic, which means that they 

exhibit different colors when viewed from different di-

rections; still others change color when the light 

source is changed from natural to artificial. Some va-

rieties, having parallel inclusions or microscopic voids, 

are chatoyant (exhibiting ‗cat‘s-eye‘ like flash).  

 When subjected to heat or pressure, the crys-

tals become electrically charged, i.e. thermoelectric, 

or piezoelectric. In reaction to light, they vary from 

transparent to opaque. They are common accessory 

minerals in all forms of rocks; formed in situ in igneous 

and metamorphic, or as accidental granules in sedi-

mentary rocks. They are notoriously found in nearly 

every mineral-rich area of the earth. Their chemical 

composition is among the most complex in the min-

eral kingdom, and I have decided that it might be 

advantageous merely to give their compositions in-

stead of their formulas. Individually, they are charac-

terized as follows:  

Buergerite: Chemically, it is sodium iron aluminum 

fluoroborosilicate. Named in honor of Martin J. Buer-

ger, MIT professor of Mineralogy. Mostly bronze-brown, 

with brown streak. Brittle. It is found only at Mexquitic, 

San Luis Potosi, Mexico, iin cavities in rhyolite.  The stout 

crystals are quite handsome, with good cleavage 

possessing yellow-brown schiller. It is mainly of value to 

the collector being of small lapidary interest.  

Chromdravite: sodium magnesium chromium iron hy-

droxyl borosilicate. The chromium analog of Dravite 

(below) color, translucent green to opaque greenish-

black; streak greenish-grey. No cleavage, vitreous to 

resinous luster. Found near Lake Baikal and the Karelia 

District, Russia, also in Kenya, Nepal, Orissa, India. Not 

of any particular lapidary interest, although the trans-

lucent varieties will cut handsome stones reminiscent 

of jade, and transparent specimens will cut desirable 

gemstones.  

Dravite: Sodium magnesium aluminum hydroxyl boro-

silicate. Named for the Drava river, Carinthia, Austria. 

Color, brown to black, light brown to gray streak, luster 

vitreous to oily, translucent to opaque. No cleavage, 

brittle fracture. Occurrences worldwide, notably in the 

United States in New York, Connecticut, New Jersey, 

North Carolina, California. Also in Canada, Norway, 

Switzerland and Kenya. Not in great demand as a 

gemstone, but takes a high polish and is of some lapi-

dary interest.  

Elbaite: sodium, lithium, aluminum hydroxyl fluoroboro-

silicate the name arises from the type locale, the Ital-

ian island of Elba, and the largest island of the Tuscan 

Archipelago, renowned for its mines, where the Em-

porer Napoleon was Exiled. It is also the variety of Tour-

maline the lapidary thinks of when the name is men-

tioned, because it is the variety of greatest lapidary 

interest. It may be green, pink, red, blue, colorless, yel-

low or orange. Rarely brown or black), the differing 

colors depend on trace elements in the composition. 

It is often multicolored longitudinally, and sometimes in 

the same segment.  

“Watermelon” Tourmaline, for example, exhibits a red 

circular segment surrounded by a green ―rind‖. Streak, 

white or a pale shade of the basic color; luster is vitre-

ous to oily, it is transparent to translucent, rarely 

opaque. Poor cleavage, conchoidal fracture, and is 

brittle. It also has several varietal names, depending 

on the color; the green variety was once called ver-

delite, and was the reason tourmaline became a 

gemstone, since it was mistaken for emerald. The term 

verdelite has fallen out of favor recently. Pink to red 

varieties are called Rubellite, and blue is indicolite. It is 

usually found in cavities in Pegmatites associated with 

lepidolite and/or albite. Notoriously found in Minas 

Gerais, Brazil, it is also found in the United States in 

Maine, Connecticut, and California; of course, since 

the type locale is Italian, it is found in Italy, also in Rus-

sia, Afghanistan, Namibia, and Madagascar.  

Feruvite: Calcium sodium iron magnesium titanium 

aluminum hydroxyl borosilicate. Names because of its 

relationship to Uvite (below) and its iron content. Color 

brown to black, translucent to opaque, dull to vitreous 

luster, gray streak, no cleavage, brittle fracture. Found 

in veins in pegmatites, mainly in New Zealand. Of little 

lapidary interest, mainly of concern to collectors.  

Foitite: Iron Aluminum hydroxyl borosilicate. Named for 

Franklin Foit, Jr., mineralogist at Washington State Uni-

versity. Color, dark indigo with purple tints, varying to  
continues on page 15  
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continued from page 14       Tourmaline  

bluish black. Vitreous luster, grey to white streak. 

Found in California, Namibia. Of interest mainly to col-

lectors.  

Liddicoatite: Calcium lithium aluminum iron hydroxyl 

borosilicate. Named for Richard T. Liddicoat, president 

Gemological Society of America. Color, Light brown 

to brown, pink, to red., Poor cleavage, uneven con-

choidal fracture, vitreous luster, transparent-

translucent. It is of interest to lapidaries; a number of 

the transparent varieties will cut interesting stones. It is 

found in the alluvium in one district of Madagascar.  

Magnesiofoitite: Magnesium iron aluminum hydroxyl 

borosilicate. Named because of its relationship to fio-

tite. Color, pale bluish-gray, earthy luster, brittle frac-

ture, transparent, white streak. Found in Honshi, Ja-

pan. Collector interest only.  

Olenite: Sodium calcium lithium aluminum hydroxyl 

borosilicate. Named for the Olenek river basin, Russia. 

Pale pink luster vitreous to oily, translucent, white 

streak, no cleavage, brittle fracture. Found in pegma-

tites in Elba, Italy. Also found in Maine, California, Bra-

zil. Larger specimens will take a nice polish, so it is of 

limited interest to lapidaries.  

Povondratite: Sodium iron hydroxyl borosilicate. 

Named for Pavel Povondra, Czech mineralogist . 

Black, Brown Streak, vitreous to oily luster, no cleav-

age, brittle fracture. Opaque. Associates: microcline, 

dolomite, canburite, found in altered basaltic clasts, 

mainly in Bolovia. Collector interest only. 

Rossmanite: Lithium aluminum hydroxyl borosilicate. 

Named for George R. Rossman. CalTech Spectro-

scopist. Color, pale pink to pink, transparent, vitreous 

luster, brittle fracture, white streak. Found in the Czech 

Republic. Collector interest only.  

Schorl: sodium iron aluminum hydroxyl borosilicate. 

Named for the village of Zschorlau, Saxony, Germany, 

near which a mine containing black tourmaline was 

being worked. Black, sometimes brown, blue, or green 

reflections. Luster, vitreous to oily, brittle fracture, no 

cleavage. Mostly found in granitic rocks, pegmatites. 

Worldwide occurrence, notably Maine, New Hamp-

shire, New York, California, England, Czech Republic, 

Bulgaria, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Brazil. Will polish, 

and has produced several attractive black figurines 

and other artistic objects.  

Uvite: Calcium magnesium aluminum hydroxyl borosili-

cate. Named for Uva Province, Sri Lanka. Brown or 

green to black; oily luster, translucent, fracture con-

choidal, uneven, brown to gray streak. Mostly found in 

placer gavels, also in marble associates are tremolitre, 

diopside, or mica.  Found in Connecticut, New York, 

New Jersey, Canada, Mexico, Russia, Brazil, New Zea-

land. Mostly of interest to collectors.  

Vanadiumdravite: Sodium magnesium vanadium hy-

droxyl borosilicate. Named for its relationship to 

Dravite and its vanadium content. Color, dark green 

to black, imperfect cleavage, fracture brittle - con-

choidal, transparent to opaque, resinous luster, yellow-

brown to green streak. Found in many locations world-

wide, notably, New York, California, New Jersey, Can-

ada, Kenya. Mainly of interest to collectors.  

 

Sources:  

Schumann, Walter, Gemstones of the World.  New 

York, Sterling Publishing Co., 1979. 

Pough,  Frederick H. A Field Guide to Rocks and Miner-

als.  New York, Houghton Mifflin. 2000 

Gaines, Richard V. et al., Dana‘s New Mineralogy. 

New York, John Wiley & Sons. 2000 

http://www.Mindat.org/min 

 

Kunzite 
Author unknown; via The Tumbler, 11/04; via The 

Council Reporter, 6/04; via Stone Age News, 6/04. 
 

Kunzite, the pale pink to lilac gem variety of the min-

eral Spodumene, is named as a tribute to George 

Kunz, the legendary gem scholar, gemologist, and 

gem buyer for Tiffany & Co., at the turn of the century.  

He was a pioneer in the science now known as gem-

ology. The author of The Curious Lore of Precious 

Stones, Kunz searched the globe for old stories and 

legends about gems as he searched for new varieties 

and new deposits.  

  Spodumene is a common mineral, but only in 

a few select localities does it occur in transparent 

gem form. One gem form is the pink Kunzite, and an-

other gem form is the green hiddenite,  Kunzite‘s color 

is the result of manganese. Its lovely pink color makes 

kunzite an attractive and desirable gemstone.  

 Kunzite was first found in Connecticut in 1877. 

But the first commercially significant deposit was dis-

covered in 1902 in the Pala region of California, where 

morganite beryl was also first discovered. Kunzite is 

often found in association with morganite and pink 

tourmaline, another popular pink gemstone.  

 Kunzite is strongly pleochroic, meaning there is 

a color intensity variation when a crystal is viewed 

from the top or bottom than from other directions. The 

top and bottom of the crystal reveals the deepest col-

ors and knowledgeable gem cutters take advantage 

of its effects. For this reason, it is always cut to show 

the deepest pink color. The deeper pink the kunzite, 

the more valuable it is.  

 Kunzite is relatively hard, with a hardness of 

seven just like quartz.  However, kunzite should be han-

dled with care because, like diamond, it has a distinct 

cleavage which means a sharp blow, if it lands in the  
continued on page 16  
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Continues from page 15    Kunzite 

wrong place, can break it in two.  

 Due to Kunzite‘s cleavage, splintery fracture 

and strong pleochroism, it is considered a real gem 

cutters challenge. Small gems are seldom cut. It is 

rarely seen in rings, necklaces, or any other forms of 

jewelry where small stones are required. It is most often 

used as a pendant stone and as a large decorating 

stone on ornamental objects.  

 Kunzite is notorious for fading over time in 

strong light, especially sunlight. For this reason, it 

should be considered an evening gemstone. It is 

sometimes irradiated to restore or inhance its color. 

Kunzite should also be protected from  heat (such as 

avoiding heater vents and hot cars). It should not be 

put in a home ultrasound cleaner.  

 Top Kunzite can give enduring beauty equal to 

that of Ceylonese pink sapphire and Brazilian pink to-

paz. And, large sizes are readily available since it is 

quite common for this species to produce stones over 

50 carats. The largest faceted kunzite is an 880 carat 

specimen on display at the Smithsonian Institute in 

Washington D.C.  Although kunzite for jewelry use is 

several levels of magnitude smaller, kunzite shows the 

best color in large sizes. Stones should be at least ten 

carats to be really in the pink. Kunzite is fround in Af-

rica, Canada, Mexico, Myanmar, Sweden, and the 

U.S. (California, Connecticut, Maine, New Hampshire, 

South Dakota). Today most kunzite is mined in Brazil, 

Afghanistan, and Madagascar.  

 

Gemstone of the Month  
by DeLane Cox via Rock, Pick, & Chisel, 10/04 

 

Lesser known Beryl Stones 
 

 In the group of stones known as beryl, the two 

most widely known are the emerald and the aquama-

rine. However, there are several other beryl stones that 

are not as widely known to the general public. Among 

these stones are Morganite, heliodor, Maxixe-type 

beryl, and goshenite.  

 Beryls have a refractive index of 1.57-1.60, a 

specific gravity of 2.67-2.80, and a hardness of 7.5-8 

on the Mohs scale.  Their crystal system is hexagonal, 

cleavage is rare to indistinct in one direction, and they 

may fade quickly when heated.  

 Morganite was named after the financial wiz-

ard J.P. Morgan. The first Morganite found was pale 

pink, and this is still the primary color. The stone also 

comes in orange and purple.  The darkest, most in-

tense colored Morganite comes from Madagascar, 

but Brazil also produces some excellent materials. Mor-

ganite is heat-treated to purify the color.  

 Heliodor is a yellow beryl, and has been called 

golden beryl. It is found primarily in Madagascar, Bra-

zil, Russia, Namibia, and the U.S. It is not uncommon, 

just not widely known.  

 The Maxixe (pronounced ―ma SHE she‖) beryl 

begins its life as a pale pink to colorless beryl. It is irradi-

ated to produce a medium to dark blue stone that 

resembles sapphires. The name comes from the mine 

in Brazil where the stone was first identified around 

1917. These stones are rare, and tend to fade when 

exposed to light.  

 Goshenite, a colorless Beryl, was named after 

Goshen, Massachusetts, where it was first found. By 

placing silver or green colored metal foil behind the 

stone in a closed back setting, the stone has been 

used to imitate diamonds or emerald. Goshenite is not 

a common stone.  

 A very rare beryl is the red beryl, called Bixbite. 

First discovered in Utah in 1906, it is sometimes errone-

ously referred to as the ―red emerald.‖  Due to the rar-

ity of this stone, it remains just a collector‘s gem.  

 
References:   

Hall, Cally. Gem Stones , DK Publishing, Inc. New York 1994. 

Newman, Renee, GG, MA. Gemstone Buying Guide. Inter-

national Jewelry Publications, Los Angeles, 1998.  

Breccia  
September, 2011 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
San Jose, CA 

16 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

General meeting minutes 

August 23rd, 2011 

 

The July meeting of the Santa Clara Valley Gem and 

Mineral Society was called to order at 7:45 pm at the 

Cabana Club.  The minutes from the July meeting 

were approved as printed in the Breccia. 

Announcements:  Dues are past due, $20.00 for adults 

and $5.00 for junior members.  Please pay your dues to 

Frank Mullaney.  The Installation Dinner is scheduled for 

December 6th.  Time and Talent forms were distributed 

to the membership.  Michael Paone asked for any 

photographs of club activities that club members 

have taken.  Frank Monez will be having a rock sale 

on October 15th, details to follow in the Breccia.  Mi-

chael Paone invited the membership to the YSI Wildlife 

Festival, Sunday October 2nd at Alum Rock Park.  This is 

the first month of our ―Bragging Rights‖ contest.  The 

theme for August was Agate, we had nine entries for 

the People‘s Choice award and none for the Judges 

Award.  The results will be printed in the Breccia.  The 

theme for September is ―Orange‖.  Let‘s see what we 

can do with that!  The August board meeting will be 

at Ruth Bailey‘s home, hosted by Art Pimental. 

New Member:  Gary Parsons accepted his new mem-

ber packet and was welcomed into the society. 

Correspondence:  Rick Kennedy brought free passes 



for the San Rafael and Pleasanton Gem Faire shows. 

Awards:  The Rockhound of the Month Award for July was awarded to Art Pimentel. 

Sunshine:  June and Randy Harris have a new Grandson!! 

Study Groups:  Jewelers:  Check the Breccia, classes likely to resume in September.  Cutaways and Carvers:  

Second Saturday (Sept. 10th).  Stringers:  We are working to get this group going again.  Smithies:  At Pat 

Speece‘s home the 2nd Monday and following Friday of the month (Sept 12th and 16th) from 7:00 – 10:00PM.  

Faceters:  At Max Casey‘s home, out for September, will resume in October (Oct. 1st).  Mineraleers:  Next 

meeting is September 13th at Chuck and Jeri Boblenz‘ home, the topic is on the mineral properties of hardness 

and streak.  Fossileers:  Gail Matthews is back and available, contact her for further information. 

DRC Report:  There is the potential for a large donation coming up, but nothing new yet. 

Hospitality:  36 members and a whopping 10 guests were in attendance. 

PLAC:  Via private correspondence with Bill Spence:  ―In a nutshell, it's Alt D; RoD in December; implementa-

tion in January 2012.  No off-roading; street-legal vehicles only. 

Federation Report:  Zzyzx will be April 2nd – 7th, 2012.  There will be an upcoming meeting with the ALA, check 

the Breccia for more information. 

Field Trips:  Please check the Breccia for a full list of upcoming field trips.  Dean Welder would appreciate 

email correspondence rather than phone calls during the day.  The North Bay group will have its next meeting 

on October 1st in Vallejo. 

Member Displays:  The theme this month was ―Agate‖ and there was a great response by our membership.  

We had nine different entries in the Bragging Rights contest and several other nice pieces of show and tell!  

Max Casey brought two samples, one that he is pretty sure is a type of glass slag, the other I believe is an un-

usual lapidary material called Seraphinite, it better be unusual, it cost a bunch!  Ruth Bailey brought lovely ex-

amples of Botswana, Brazilian and Montana agate.  Matt Woods brought some larger specimen of Laguna, 

Aqua Nueva, Apache and Iris agate.  He also brought some human show and tell!  He introduced Tom 

Shearer, photographer of ―Agates, Inside and Out‖ and showed some of his photography work on agates.  

Kathi Peverini brought a collection of agates, many of them self collected.  Represented were Snakeskin, Pi-

geon Blood, Montana and Brazilian agate among others.  Next month‘s program will be on the ―All That Glit-

ters‖ exhibit of gem minerals, faceted gems and jewelry.  As the exhibit draws strongly from Southern California 

localities, please bring your own SoCal glittery things to share… and don‘t forget, the Bragging Rights theme 

for next month is Orange! 

Program:  Chuck Boblenz presented a program entitled ―Agates to Cherish‖.  It detailed the differences be-

tween Agates, Jaspers and Cherts.  Chuck also went on to describe many of the different agate formations, 

all with excellent illustrations and hand samples. 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM 

Respectfully submitted, Rick Kennedy SCVGMS Secretary 

 

SCVGMS Board Meeting 

August 25th, 2011 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:34 PM at the home of Ruth Bailey, hosted by Art Pimentel. 

Roll Call:  All board members were present except Randy Harris, Marc Mullaney and Carol Pimentel.  One 

guest, Sharon Updyke was also in attendance.  M/S/P to accept the July 28th minutes as read ( F. Mullaney, C. 

Boblenz) 

New Members:  M/S/P to accept the applications of Barbara Zimmerman and Sundari Naidu (R. Bailey, F. Mul-

laney). 

Correspondence:  A letter was sent by the North Bay Field Trips secretary to advise our club of the Oct. 1st 

meeting and also that the organization had moved to a cash only basis.  M/S/P to reimburse mileage and 

dues paid by the SCVGMS representative to the meeting (F. Mullaney, R. Bailey). 

Treasurer’s Report:  Presented by Frank Mullaney.  M/S/P to pay the bills as presented (R. Bailey, D. Welder).  M/

S/P to send letter to members who have been delinquent paying their dues (F. Mullaney, R. Bailey).  June Har-

ris will mail the letters since Rick Kennedy will be on vacation. 

Committee Reports:   Show 2012:  Frank Mullaney and Rick Kennedy will meet on September 9th to set up a 

Facebook page for the club.  There will be a kick-off meeting for the 2012 Show Committee on September 21st 

at Ruth Bailey‘s house.  Frank showed samples of the approved business card for the 2012 show.  M/S/P to   



order 10,000 business cards (D. Welder, C. Boblenz).  M/S/P to order 1200 patches (F. Mullaney, M. Paone).       

M/S/P to keep dealer fees the same as last year (F. Mullaney, R. Bailey).  Max Casey will be doing research on 

potential security enhancements. 

Field Trips:  Frank Mullaney will contact Herb Vogel to get quotes for bus rental.  Potential trips are to the Jade 

Festival or to the Mariposa Mineral and Mining Museum.  David Lowe offered to assist with field trip responsibili-

ties as needed. 

Old Business:  

Officer and Chairman’s Manual:  Some edits have been received, the rest will arrive soon.  Final edits ex-

pected by next board meeting. 

Bragging Rights Contest Update – Results of the first Bragging Rights contest:  People‘s Choice:  1st place – Fred 

Fisher.  There were nine entries in the People‘s Choice category and none in the judged category.  The tables 

for the Bragging Rights contest will be moved to the back of the room for better access.  The themes will be 

chosen by lot rather than picked.  September‘s theme is ―Orange‖.  The judges for September will be Chuck 

Boblenz and Bill Simpson. 

Science Fairs – Savings bond info:  Mark Mullaney will give a report on his progress at the next Board Meeting. 

Archiving club records:  Everything that can be scanned has been.  Rick Kennedy will assist June in photo-

graphing material that is impractical or impossible to scan at some point in the upcoming months. 

Juniors Program:  Sharon Updike attended the meeting and discussed leading a program for Juniors.  The Jun-

iors program would start an hour before the regular meeting.  There will need to be at least one parent partici-

pating with the Junior.  Sharon also sees the program having field trips to collect rocks, visit member‘s houses 

to see how lapidary work is done and attend DRC sales.  M/S/P for the board to authorize Sharon Updyke to 

start a Juniors group (F. Mullaney, M. Paone).  M/S/P to reimburse Sharon for the cost of refreshments provided 

as needed (F. Mullaney, C. Boblenz). 

New Business: 

Truck Rental:  There was discussion about the practicality and logistics of the club renting a vehicle to pick up 

exceptionally large donations.  Rick Kennedy put forth some different scenarios and the consensus was that 

there could be cases when such a rental was warranted, but would have to go through the board on an indi-

vidual basis. 

Time and Talent:  Time and Talent sheets were dispersed to those who had not gotten a chance to fill one out 

at the general meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:28 PM (F. Mullaney) 

Respectfully submitted 

Rick Kennedy, SCVGMS Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

Treasurer‘s report 

August 25, 2011 

 

Beginning balance:          $18,168.47 

 

Receipts: 

 Jade demonstration 8/27/11  $500.00 

 Initiation fee     $  10.00 

 Dues       $185.00 

 Interest     $    0.14 

Total receipts      $695.14 

 

Disbursements: 

 CFMS Endowment fund    $  50.00 

Total disbursements     $  50.00 

 

Ending balance:         $18,813.61 


