
Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
 
Send Exchange Bulletins to: 
June Harris  
107 Dell Way 
Scotts Valley, CA 95066 

Please Deliver Promptly  
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P.O. Box 54, San Jose, CA 95103 -0054 
Website: www.scvgms.org  
Email: info@scvgms.org  

Phone Number (408) 265 -1422 

Santa Clara Valley  
Gem and Mineral Society  

An Invitation 
 This society is pleased to invite guests to attend general 
meetings, study groups, and field trips.  General meetings are nor-
mally held the fourth Tuesday of every month at 7:45 PM at 100 
Belwood Gateway (the Cabana Club), Los Gatos, CA 95032.   
Belwood Gateway is just south of Blossom Hill Road between Leigh 
Avenue and Harwood Road. 

 

Our next general meeting will be on November 27, 2012, at the Ca-
bana Club, 100 Belwood Gateway, Los Gatos, CA 95032 at 7:45 PM.  
Our next board meeting will be on November 27, 2012 immediately 
following the general meeting.  

SCVGMS ELECTED OFFICERS 
President:  Randy Harris  

   (831) 438-5150 

Vice President:  Rick Kennedy  

   (408) 529-9690 

Secretary: RK Owen  

 (408) 377-5373 

Treasurer: Frank Mullaney  

   (408) 266-1791  

Editor: June Harris  

   (831) 438-5150 

Federation Director: Chuck Boblenz  

 (408) 734-2473 

Alternate Fed. Director: Ruth Bailey  

   (408) 248-6195 

Directors:  

     Victor Gassmann          (408) 376 -1721 

     David Lowe        (408) 720-9339 

     David Marshall        (408) 246-7681 

     Bill Simpson        (408) 559-0789 

     Sharon Updyke             (408) 515 -8739 

Historian: Michael Paone (408) 340 -3258 

Parliamentarian: Dean Welder       

 (408) 353-2675 

SCVGMS COMMITTEE HEADS 
Donation Receiving Committee Chair: 

 George Yamashita  

Field Trip Committee Coordinator:  

 Dean Welder   

Founderõs Day Picnic Food:  

         Art Pimentel and Michael Paone  

 

Founderõs Day Raffle: Frank Mullaney 

Founderõs Day Bingo: Randy Harris 

Hospitality: OPEN  

Installation Dinner: Nancy Reineking  

Librarian: Jennifer House  

Member Displays: Rick Kennedy  

PLAC (Public Lands Advisory Commit-

tee): Bill Spence  

Program: David Lowe  

Refreshments: Ed Orekar  

Secret Auction: Donation Receiving 

Comm.  

Sergeant -at -arms: OPEN 

Show 2012: Frank Mullaney,  

 Marc Mullaney and Randy Harris  

Show 2013:  OPEN 

Silent Auction: Julaine Mullaney  

Social: Jaquelyn Calderon  

Sunshine: Ernestine Smith 

Trailer Custodian: Herb Vogel  

Trophies: Frank Mullaney  

Webmaster: RK Owen  

 Our Societyôs Purpose: The inculcation of a love of rocks and minerals 
by the furtherance of members' interests in the earth sciences and by education in 
all facets of related educational activities with the promotion of good fellowship, 
proper ethics, and conduct. 
 
 Our Membership Requirements: Attendance at two general meetings 
within twelve months. This society is a member of the California Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies (CFMS) and is affiliated with the American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies (AFMS). Dues are $20.00 per year. 
 
 Our Newsletter, the Breccia, is published ten times annually.  The dead-
line for most articles is the Sunday before the regular meeting.  The Breccia Edi-
tor is June Harris who may be contacted by email at juneconeyharris@yahoo.com 
or by phone at (831) 438-5150.  The Breccia is proofread by Randy Harris.  Ruth 
Bailey handles all aspects of mailing. Exchange bulletins may be sent to June 
Harris at the following address: 107 Dell Way, Scotts Valley, CA 95066. Permis-
sion to copy is freely granted to American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
(AFMS) affiliated clubs when proper credit is given.   

 

Study Group Leaders 
For information on a study group, please call the leader(s) listed below 

 
 

Cutaways   Randy Harris   (831) 438-5150 
 
Facet Cutters  Max Casey  (408) 227-0526 
 
Smithies  Pat Speece  (408) 266-4327 
 
Stringers   Sundari Naidu  (408) 265-6912 
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Randyõs Ramblings 
 

Hello Fellow Rockhounds,  
 

The November 27 th meeting will be elections 

and Silent Auction. Please bring items to do-

nate for the auction. It is always a fun time 

with some spirited bidding for a lot of the 

items. This is a good way to add to your col-

lections or for some different materials to 

work with. Proceeds go to the club general 

fund to offset the costs associated with run-

ning the club and for scholarships that we 

give out at the show.  
 

The nominating committee has given their 

report on the candidates for the upcoming 

election which will be held at the next gen-

eral meeting. There are several committee 

positions open that are fairly easy to do and 

donõt take much time. Please take some 

time to consider how you can help. The new 

president will be calling each of you. This is 

your club. It works better when many people 

work together.  
 

The Board has reserved the Cabana Club for 

our annual Installation Dinner on December 

4th. We are having it catered by Willow 

Street. The cost will be $10 per adult, $5 for 

children under 12. The food will be very good 

and you canõt beat the price. Please send in 

your reservation to Nancy Reineking and Mi-

chael Paone so we can order the proper 

amount of food. The deadline for reserva-

tions is the November meeting. We will be 

having a òToys for Totsó collection drive, as 

we have in past years. Please bring an un-

wrapped gift per person to donate. Let me 

know if you would like to come early to help 

decorate the Cabana Club. I hope to see all 

of you there.  
 

Keep checking the Breccia for new informa-

tion about upcoming field trips. As always, 

you can contact Dean Welder by e -mail at 

fieldtrips@scvgms.org  for more information. 

There are also several rock sales and shows 

coming up. These are a great way to en-

hance your collection without having to go 

very far.  

mailto:fieldtrips@scvgms.org


Sunshine 
   

 

 

If you know of a society member who has been or 

is ill, had a death in the family, or has had a great 

event happen in their life, please contact 

Ernestine Smith with the news.  Ernestineõs phone 

number is (408) 395 -5035, or email her at 

ebotts@juno.com.  

Breccia  
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Silent Auction  

throughout the November meeting  
 

Please bring donations of rocks, minerals, 

fossils, jewelry, books, maps, plants, or any-

thing else that you think will sell well.  
 

Donõt forget your check book or cash,  

no credit or debit cards accepted.  
 

Questions?   Call Julaine Mullaney  

(408) 266-1791 

 

Rockhound of the Month  

for the month of October  

was  

Lisa LaRocca for heading up 

the nominating committee.  

 

Congratulations !  

 

Upcoming Meeting  

Programs  
 

 

November  

No Program - Silent Auction instead  
 

December  

No Program - Installation Dinner  
 

January  

Columbian Emeralds  

Membersô Display  
 

Lou Latronica had some amethyst samples 

mounted on homemade wood stands.  Anne 

Ruiz has just returned from Camp Paradise.  She 

brought some of her projects from there. She 

studied Japanese chainmail and made a soap-

stone carving of a kitty  

SCVGMS Nominating  

Committee Recommends the 

Following Slate for 2013.  

 
Elections for the SCVGMS board will 

be a part of the November general 

meeting on November 27th at the 

Belwood Cabana Club.   
 

President: Frank Mullaney  

 

Vice President: Rick Kennedy  

 

Secretary: RK Owen  

 

Treasurer: Chuck Boblenz  

 

Editor: June Harris  

 

Federation Director: Ruth Bailey  

 

Alternate Fed Director: Randy Harris  

 

Board of Directors:  

 1. Lisa LaRocca  

 2. David Lowe  

 3. David Marshall  

 4. Michael Paone  

 5. Bill Simpson  

 

Historian: Michael Paone  

 

Parliamentarian: Dean Welder  

 
Additional nominations are welcomed and 

can be made from the floor at the Novem-

ber meeting for any of the above positions.   



Attention Junior SCVGMS Members  
 

 I am offering you a chance to complete  

several of your badge requirements by writing 

for the Breccia. Most of the badges in the      

Future Rockhounds of America program have 

a component for you to complete a require-

ment by writing a report or an article for the 

Newsletter.  Also, I know that our board of di-

rector welcomes your verbal reports at our 

meetings.   

 So, who wants to pick a subject for a 

written and/or verbal report.  The AFMS Future 

Rockhounds of America handbook is online at 

www.amfed.org.  Look under the òKids Corneró 

section, then look under Merit Badge section.  

The handbook can be downloaded.   

 There are 20 badges.  If you earn 6 

badges you will receive an additional 

òRockhound Badgeó. If you earn all 20 badges 

you receive a special pin.  

 At the next meeting we will be instituting 

special badge reward program for those who 

complete a badge.  So hurry up and complete 

a badge, I think you will like this new program. 

It really ROCKS!  

Breccia  
November, 2012 
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Faceters  
 

To learn the art of faceting, please 

call Max Casey to make an appoint-

ment. Maxõs phone number is        

(408) 227-0526. He can answer your questions and 

give you more information about this topic.  

All workshops are from 7 to 10 pm at the Speeceõs 

home on the second Monday of each month. No-

vember and December meeting might be can-

celled later on due to the holidays.  

November 12  

December 10   
If we need to cancel a date, we will send out an 

email as soon as possible.   If you would like to be on 

our Smithies email list, please let me know. 

Email:  pat.speece@sbcglobal.net   

 

Though we have equipment and materials for your 

use, you are welcome to bring your own.  

Member advertisements for rockhounding and 

lapidary related things are free in the Breccia.  

Limit forty words, once per quarter, per house-

hold. At Editorõs discretion and limited to space 

available.  

Stringers  

 by Sundari Naidu  

No Report submitted.  

Fred and Joe of  

òNaturals From The Earthó   

invites you to their  

Home Holiday Event  

December 15 & 16  

1819 Ronie Way, San Jose  

Huge selection of lapidary crafts. 

SCVGMS members are invited 

and receive a free gift.  

Cutaways  
by Randy Harris  

 

The next meeting for the 

Cutaways is November 17th 

at my home.  Please call to 

confirm and for directions, 831 438 -5150. Eve-

ryone is welcome. Come and cut and shape 

a rock. $5.00 shop fee.  

mailto:pat.speece@sbcglobal.net


Wanted  
Helpers needed to put on a Boy Scout 

Geology Merit Badge Day.  
 

We need your help to put on a Geology Merit 

Badge Day for local Boy Scouts. This is a great way 

to support children learning to love rocks like you 

do. It is one of our organizationõs outreaches to our 

community.   

 

An interest in geology and a willingness to  use 

your own knowledge and perhaps learn a bit more 

about a topic or two in the program is all that is 

necessary.  

 

We would like to put on this program once a year. 

In the past, this program has helped 180+ boys per 

year earn their Geology Merit Badge.  If you are 

interested in helping with this program,  

please contact June Harris, at (831) 438 -5150 or 

email at juneconeyharris@yahoo.com.  
 

This is a great way to contribute to your community 

and make a difference in a childõs life. 

 

Bragging Rights Results and Next 

Monthõs Theme. 
 

Bragging Right is taking a break until January. For 

the month of January, the contest theme is the 

color òredó  So your entry must be primarily red in 

color.    
 

Adults  can enter in one of two categories,   either 

judged or peopleõs choice. The judged category is 

for items or specimens that you have found/

purchased and done something to òimproveó.  

Peopleõs choice is for  specimens or items you have 

purchased.  Both categories have prizes that will be 

awarded at the next meeting.  

 

Juniors can enter in just the Juniorõs peopleõs 

choice category.  The Juniors entries will be on a 

different table and voting will be need to be done 

by the  beginning of the meeting.   

 

October Winners: No adult winners this month be-

cause no one entered.  What up with that??? 

Aiden Mosher was the winner of the Junior Brag-

ging Rights contest.     

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
San Jose, CA 6 

November 7th Show meeting at Ruth Baileyõs 

home at 7:30 PM.  

November 12th Smithies meeting at Pat 

Speeceõs home. See article on page 5. 

November 17th Cutawayõs meeting at 9 AM 

at Randy Harrisõ home.  

November 26th Stringers meeting at 6 PM at 

Naidu Sundariõs home.  

November 27th General meeting at 7:45 PM. 

Silent Auction and elections of 2013 board of 

directors. Board meeting immediately follow-

ing general meeting.  

December 4th Installation Dinner at 7:00PM at 

the Cabana Club  

December 6th Board meeting at 7:30 PM at 

Ruth Baileyõs home.  

December 8th Cutawayõs meeting at 9 AM 
at Randy Harrisõ home.  

December 10th Smithies meeting at Pat 

Speeceõs home. See article on page 5.  

2012 SCVGMS  

Calendar  

Breccia  
November, 2012 

Field Trip Schedule  
  

  

  

For more information about the field trips 

below, please contact Dean Welder at 

fieldtrips@scvgms.org  

 
November 22 -25 CFMS South Wiley's Well        

Annual Thanksgiving Rockhound Round -up 

for   Petrified Bay Laurel -Iron Wood, Fire 

Agate/Chalcedony. Psilomelane, Geode 

and Nodules Beds, Straw Beds, Black Agate 

Beds, and Saddle Beds.  

 

  



November 2 - 4: EUREKA, CA, Humboldt Gem & Mineral So-

ciety, Redwood Acres Fairgrounds, 3750 Harris Street, Hours: 

Fri 9 - 6, Sat 10 - 6, Sun 10 - 5, Contacts: Toni Tyson or Diane 

Reed, 707 -502-9574, 707-839-2079, Email: bluiis911@msn.com                                       

November 3 - 4: CONCORD, CA, Contra Costa Mineral & 

Gem Society, Centre Concord, 5294 Clayton Road (near 

Ygnacio Valley Rd.), Hours: 10 ð 5 daily, Contact: Harry 

Nichandros, (925) 289 -0454, Email: show -cf@ccmgs.org  , 

Website: www.ccmgs.org        

November 3 - 4: LANCASTER, CA, Palmdale Gem & Mineral 

Club, Antelope Valley Fairgrounds, 2551 West Avenue H, 

Hours: Sat. 10 - 5; Sun. 10 - 4, Email: pgmc@antelecom.net , 

Website: www.palmdalegemandmineral.com       

November 3 -4 RIDGECREST, CA, Indian Wells Gem & Mineral 

Society, Desert Empire Fairgrounds, 520 West Richmond Rd., 

Hours 9ð Daily, Contact Johs DeRosa (76 0) 375 -7905, Email: 

Indianwellsgems@hotmailcom     Website: 

www.indianwells.weebly.com                                               

November 3 - 4: SAN DIEGO, CA, San Diego Mineral & Gem 

Society, Al Bahr Shrine Center, 5440 Kearny Mesa Road, 

Hours: Sat 9:30 - 5; Sun 10 - 4, Contact: Bob Hancock, (619) 

889-6886, Email: rhbobhancock@cs.com  ,                             

Website: www.sdmg.org   

November 10: VALLEJO, CA, Vallejo Gem & Mineral Society, 

Vallejo Veterans Building, 420 Admiral Callaghan Lane, 

Hours: 9 ð 5 daily, Contact: Dan Wolke, (707) 745 -1816,  

Email: dncwolke@sbcglobal.net                                          

November 10 - 11: SANTA CRUZ, CA, Santa Cruz 

Mineral & Gem Society, Live Oak Grange Hall, 

1900 17th Avenue , Hours: 10 - 5 daily, Contact: 

Julia Cornblatt, (831) 687 -0509   

Email: juliacornblatt@gmail.com ,  

Website: www.scmgs.org  

November 10 - 11: SACRAMENTO, CA, Sacramento Mineral 

Society, Scottish Rite Temple, 6151 H Street, Hours: Sat 10 - 5; 

Sun 10 - 4, Contact: Stanley Henneman, (916) 363 -5011, 

Email: lakota27@sbcglobal.net   

November 10 - 12: YUBA CITY, CA, Sutter Buttes Gem &   

Mineral Society, Yuba -Sutter Fairgrounds, 442 Franklin Ave. 

Hours: Sat. 10 - 5; Sun. 10 - 4, Contact: Katie Slightam, (530) 

673-9649, Email: mktalternatives@comcast.net ,  

Website: wwww.sutterbuttes.net  

November 17 - 18: OXNARD, CA, Oxnard Gem & Mineral 

Society, Oxnard Performing Arts Center, 800 Hobson Way, 

Hours: Sat 9 ð 5; Sun 10 ð 4, Contact: Brett Johnson, (805) 822

-3836, Email: show_info@oxnardgem.com ,  

Website: www.oxnardgem.com   

November 17 - 18: Livermore, CA, Livermore Valley         

Lithophiles, The BARN, 3131 Pacific Avenue, Hours: Sat. 10 - 

5; Sun. 10 - 4, Contact: Lee Davisson, (925) 371 -0699,  

Email: linfo@lithophiles.com ,  

Website: www.lithophiles.org/lithorama.html  

December 1 - 2: BARSTOW, CA, Mojave Desert Gem &    

Mineral Society, Cora Harper Community Center, 841 South 

Barstow Road (North of I -15), Hours: 10 - 5 daily, Contact: 

Gene Haines, (760) 256 -0595, Email: email@mdgms.org  

Website: www.mdgms.org  

December 7 - 9: SAN BERNARDINO, CA, Orange Belt Minera-

logical Society, Western Regional Little League Ball Park, 

6707 Little League Drive, Hours: 9 am to Dusk daily,  

Website: http://OBMSrocks.yolasite.com                                   
February 15 - 24: INDIO, CA, San Gorgonio Mineral & Gem 

Society, Riverside County Fair & National Date Festival, 46 -

530 Arabia Street, Hours: 10 - 10 daily, Contact: Bert Grisham, 

(915) 849-1674, Email: bert67@verizon.net                                         

March 2 - 3: ARCADIA, CA, Monrovia Rockhounds, The Arbo-

retum & Botanic Gardens, 301 Baldwin Avenue (Ayers Hall), 

Hours: 9:00 - 4:30 daily, Contact: Jo Anna Ritchey (626) 359 -

1624, Email: joannaritchey@gmail.com ,  

Website: www.Moroks.com  

March 2 - 3: VENTURA, CA, Ventura Gem & Mineral Society, 

Ventura County Fairgrounds, 10 W. Harbor Blvd., Hours: Sat 

10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4, Contact: Krishna Juarez, (805) 320 -1094,  

Email: abaris2007@gmail.com , Website: www.vgms.org          

March 9 - 10: SPRECKELS, CA, Salinas Valley Rock & Gem 

Club, Spreckel's Veteranõs Hall, 5th & Llano Streets, Hours: 10 

- 5 daily, Contact: Karin Salomon, (831) 375 -5233, Email: 

kcbakes272@yahoo.com , Website: 

www.salinasrockandgem.com   

March 9 - 10: TURLOCK, CA, Mother Lode Mineral Society, 

Stanislaus County Fairgrounds, 900 North Broadway, Hours: 

10 - 5 daily, Contacts: Bud & Terry McMillin, (209) 524 -3494, 

Email: bud.mcmillin.b7yj@statefarm.com  

Website: www.turlockgemshow.com                                               

March 16 - 17: VALLEJO, CA, Vallejo Gem & Mineral Society, 

Solano County Fairgrounds, 900 Fairgrounds Drive, Hours: 10 - 

5 daily, Contact: Dan Wolke, (707) 745 -1816, cell (707) 334 -

2950, Email: dncwolke@sbcglobal.net                                         

March 23 - 24: TORRANCE, CA, South Bay Lapidary & Mineral 

Society, Ken Miller Recreation Center, 3341 Torrance Blvd., 

Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4, Contact: Bill Sudduth, (310) 787 -

7851, Email: Sudduth3@msn.com   

Website: www.palosverdes.com/sblap  

April 20 - 21: SAN JOSE, CA, Santa Clara Valley 

Gem & Mineral Society, Santa Clara County Fair-

grounds, 344 Tully Road, Hours: Sat 10 ð 6; Sun 10 ð 

5, Contact: Frank Mullany, (408) 265 -1422, Email: 

info@scvgms.org Website: www.scvgms.org  

May 31ð June 2: Ventura, CA California Federa-

tion of      Mineralogical Society, Ventura County 

Fairgrounds, 10 West Harbor Blvd., Ventura Con-

tact Rob Sankovich, Show Chair: Rob Sankovich, 

Show Chair, (805) 494 -7734      

Email: show_info@cfms2013.com,  

Website: www.show2013.com.  

Letõs visit a show  

CFMS Club Show Calendar  
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Car Signs 

Get them placed 

on your car. Call 

Julaine Mullaney 

to make an       

appointment.  

Poster and 

business card 

distribution. 

Contact Frank 

Mullaney if you 

can help.  

2013 Show  

Chairpersons needed for:  

Member Break Area Attendant  

 Show signs placement & tear-

down  

Security coordinator  

Tear down coordinator  

See article on page 12  

for more details  
 

All Hands on Deck!!  

Workers needed for the 

following dates:  

April 18 & 19 Show Set -up  

April 20 & 21 Annual Show  

Mark your 2013 calendars 

to plan to help for a    

minimum of 8 hours.  

Display case entry form for com-

petitive and noncompetitive 

cases is available on page 11 of 

this newsletter.   For help with en-

tering a competitive display case, 

contact Ruth Bailey, Frank Mul-

laney, or Chuck Boblenz.  

Next show meeting  

Date: November 7th  

Place: Ruth Baileyõs 

home  

Time: 7:30 PM. 

Everyone is  

welcome!!  



Dinner will be buffet style with the following:  
 
 Entrees:  Rotisserie Chicken 
   Mushroom Pesto Penne 
   Artichoke Chicken Fusilli 
 Salad: Romaine Gorgonzola Salad  
 Vegetable: Mixed Grilled Vegetables 
 Side:  Homemade honey wheat bread and butter 
 Dessert: Caramel apple bread pudding 

 
Name: ____________________________   Phone # :__________________________ 
 
Number of adults     ____  X $10.00 =___________  
Number of children under 12         ____  X $  5.00  =___________ 
 
Please make checks payable to: Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
(SCVGMS)  
 
Mail this form and your payment to:  
Michael Paone, 229 Massol Ave. #4, Los Gatos, CA 95030 

Reservation Form for Installation Dinner  

Installation Dinner 2012  
Date: Tuesday, December 4, 2012  

Dinner is at 7:00 PM  
Place: Cabana Club, 100 Belwood Gateway, Los Gatos  

Deadline for reservations: November 27, 2012  
Cost: $10.00 per adult, $5.00 per child under 12  
Please bring an unwrapped gift for a boy or girl  

 to donate to Toys for Tots.  
Return your reservation form to:  

Michael Paone, 229 Massol Ave. #4, Los Gatos, CA 95030  
Sign up early, there is only room for 60 attendees.  

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
San Jose, CA 
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Growing Crystals  
from the AFMS Future Rockhounds of America Handbook  

 

Some minerals grow into crystals in water solutions. This process can be observed using readily avail-

able material, such as sugar, salt, alum, and Epsom Salts dissolved into a saturated solution in boiling 

hot water. A saturated solution contains the maximum amount of salt that will dissolve in a given 

amount of hot water.  

 

Materials  

¶ Crystal -building material: table salt, Epsom salts (from a pharmacy), or powder alum )from the 

grocery store spice section). Other materials you might use include borax, photographic fixer, 

sugar, or salt peter. Copper sulfate (from pool supply or hardware stores)  is used to create blue 

chalcanthite crystals.  With young kids, though, itõs probably best to stick with basics, such as ta-

ble salt.   

¶ Water  

¶ Measuring cups  

¶ Spoon  

¶ Cooking pan  

¶ Glass jars 

¶ Pebbles  

¶ Stick or pencil  

¶ String (cotton twine), cut into small lengths, with a paperclip tied to one end  

¶ (optional) food coloring  

 

Procedures  

1. Heat water  

2. If using table salt, mix one -half cup of salt into three -quarters cup of hot water. If using Epsom 

salts, mix one -half cup Epsom Salts into one cup of water. If using alum, mix one -quarter alum 

into one cup of water.  

3. Stir your solution. If all of your mineral dissolves, the solution is not yet saturated, and you should 

add a bit more mineral until no more will dissolve.  (Note: you can make colorful crystals by add-

ing a couple drops of food coloring)  

4. Place a few pebbles in the bottom of a glass jar and pour your solution over the pebbles. Or, tie 

string to a stick or pencil, pour your solution into a jar, and dip the string into the solution with a 

paperclip to weigh the string down, and leave it hanging there from the pencil.  

5. Set your jar aside in a spot where it wonõt be disturbed and donõt bump or bounce it. Check 

every so often the next few days. As water evaporates, you'll see crystals forming on your peb-

bles or string.  

 

Assign different salts to different kids, and at your next monthly meeting, have everyone bring their 

jars to compare the different forms of crystals each produced.  

 

In addition to home -made crystals, you can grow crystals using commercial crystal -growing kits.  

Check places like Wardõs Natural Science (order their Earth Science and Geology catalogs; phone 

1-800-962-2660 or check their website at www.wardsci.com). Another source is Edmundõs scientific 

(1-800-728-6999; www.scientificonline.lcom). Or check in toy stores, nature store, or stores specializ-

ing in teacher supplies.  
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Making Geodes  
from the AFMS Future Rockhounds of America Handbook  

 

 

 

Geodes are round or elliptical rocks with an outer shell and a hollow interior lined with crystals , often quartz or 

calcite. With this fun crystal -growing activity, kids can make their own geodes using eggshells or walnut shells.  
 

If using eggshells, carefully crack eggs and pick out the best halves, choosing ones that donõt have any long 

cracks in them. Carefully peel away the skin  on the insides of the shells with tweezers or by rubbing with your 

fingers. If using walnut shells, crack a number of walnuts in half, clean out the meat, and choose shells lacking 

any long cracks.  

 

Next, set your eggshells or walnut shell halves in egg cartons, where theyõll be stable and secure. Using the same 

recipes described earlier for growing crystals, prepare a crystal -growing solution and pour or spoon a little into 

each egg -or walnut shell.  Set the egg carton aside in a warm, dry spot where it wonõt be disturbed for the next 

week or more as the water evaporates, leaving you with sparkling geode halves.  

 

The Women in Mining (WIM) Educational Foundation also provide a neat geode activity wherein you can split a 

coconut, clean out the meat, drill a hole in one half, and lacquer the outside of both halves. Once all has dried, 

glue the two halves back together with silicone and pour a crystal -growing solution into the hole. A week or two 

later, pour out any remaining solution and cut open the coconut along the seam to reveal a sparkling interior.  

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society  

Member and guest display case entry form  
Annual Show Date: April 20 & 21, 2013  

Case setup on April 19th after noon, and case tear -down on April 21st at 5PM  

 

Deadline to enter a case: March 27th SCVGMS meeting  
 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Telephone: _________________________________ Email: ______________________________________________ 
 

I will furnish my own display case ___Yes,  ___ No   Case Depth___________   Case Width______________  
 

I will need to borrow a display case  ____Yes,  ___No  
 

Exhibit description: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Are you entering this case in our Case Competition? _____Yes,  ____ No                
 

Competitive Case information  (cases to be judged by AFMS Uniform Rules)  

Ruth Bailey, Chuck Boblenz, or Frank Mullaney can help you complete this section, if you need help.  
 

Subdivision:____________________   Class: ________________________________ 

 

Entry Level: ___ Master,    ____Advanced,     ____Novice,     _____Junior,         ____Society          
 

Please return the completed form to:  

Member Display chairman, David Lowe, 992 -8 Belmont Terrace, Sunnyvale, 94086      OR 

You can give the form to him personally at an upcoming meeting.    Deadline: March 27, 2013  

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
San Jose, CA 

Breccia  
November, 2012 

11 



 

Next Show meeting is  

November 7th at 7:30 PM at 

Ruth Baileyõs home.  Everyone 

is welcome and encouraged 

to attend.  

 

SCVGMS show committee  
 

Chairman:  

 Frank Mullaney and Randy Harris  

Advertising: Marc Mullaney  

Banners: Julaine Mullaney  

Competition ð Cases: David Lowe  

Competition ð Single Item: Frank Mullaney  

Dealer: Randy Harris  

Dealer Signs: Julaine Mullaney  

Demonstrators: Sundari Naidu  

Display Cases: David Lowe  

Door Prizes: Sonia Dyer  

Hospitality: Jacqueline Calderon  

Judging: Ruth Bailey  

Layout: Randy Harris  

Kids Area: June Harris  
Member break area attendant:  

 Volunteer needed  

Mementos: Frank Mullaney  
Overnight Security Friday night:   

 David Lowe  
Overnight Security Saturday night:   

 Updyke -Welch Family  

Paper Program Design: June Harris 

Scholarship Booth: Michael Paone  

Security: Chairman needed  

Setup: Randy Harris  

Signs: Julaine Mulllaney  
Sign Placement and takedown:  

  Chairman needed  

Teardown coordinator:  

 Chairman needed  

Ticket Sales: Ruth Bailey  

Trailer logistics: Herb Vogel  

Vehicle advertising: Julaine Mullaney  

SCVGMS Show report  
By June Harris 

 

The show committee has started their regular meet-

ings and seems to have most areas well in hand. 

There are several committee positions that still need 

volunteers to oversee.  Most are really easy to do and 

can be done at the show will little pre -show prepara-

tion. All of these jobs are important to the success of 

the show. The job duties for the open positions are 

outlined below:  
 

Member Break Area Attendant:  You will obtain morn-

ing treats, coffee supplies, and lunch supplies for club 

memberõs break room.  Oversee lunch break time 

period, and discourage non -member entry into break 

room during the lunch period.  Secure lunch supplies 

and treats after lunch has been served.  Job could 

be shared by two people.  
 

Security: You will be in charge of assigning volunteers 

to particular quadrants of the show to watch and re-

port anyone seen or suspected of shoplifting. Interact 

with dealers and setup the following of anyone sus-

pected of shoplifting. You or your designate(s) will de-

tain anyone suspected of shoplifting  for police arrest. 

Oversee the set up of video security maintenance.  

There are experienced people who are willing to help 

you with this job. This job could be shared by several 
people.  
 

Sign Placement & Takedown: You will putting up and 

taking down all dealer and show signs.  Sign storage is 

in the trailers. Requires you to be available Thursday 

afternoon or Friday morning for sign placement and 

at the end of the show for sign removal. A few signs 

will need to be taken down and put up daily.  This job 
could be shared by two people.  
 

Tear down coordinator: Oversee the tear down of the 

show.  Supervise the loading of the trailers and assign 

jobs to volunteers as needed. We have people who 

have done this job in the past and are willing to help 

you with overseeing this job.  Trailers will be labeled to 

help with storage of particular areas items, ie. Schol-

arship booth, kids area, hospitality and ticket sales, 

electrical cords, signs, etc.  Requires you to be avail-

able for several hours at the end of the show (usually 

done by 7:30 or 8:00 PM)  

 

If you can help with any of these jobs, please talk to 

Frank Mullaney or Randy Harris.  
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