
BRECCIA 

President’s message  
by Frank Mullaney 
 

I have not had a president’s message in the last 

several Breccia’s.  Either I could not think of a topic 

or time got away from me. When I  have thought of 

a topic and had them half written in my mind, they 

have disappeared like that project you put away 

for safe keeping. 
 

But here goes.   

As I have discussed before VOLUNTEERS are need to 

help with the club in general.  We need a LIBRAR-
IAN,  FOUNDER’S PICNIC, SHOW CHAIRMAN FOR 

2015, and the big one for right now is MEETING PRO-

GRAM CHAIRMAN.  None of these have to be done 

by one person they can be done by several people 

working as a committee. 
 

For the show, we need HOSPITALITY & DOOR PRIZE 

chairman. 
 

I want to thank everyone for signing up for spots at 

the show.  There are still plenty of spots where you 

can volunteer.  
 

The Fairgrounds is throwing some major changes 

being made at the Fairgrounds.  Please look for up-

dates in the Breccia and via email. 
 

The society needs your help.  If everyone just volun-

teered for two days worth of work a year, we would 

have every job done and then some.  Step up and 

volunteer. It’s  your club, too.  Put your mark on it.  
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February meeting (2/25) 

Social at 6:30 PM 
 

PIZZA PARTY 
 

Meeting begins at 7:45pm.   
 

Come meet this year’s  

scholarship students.  
 

Meeting program is a surprise.  

Play Day on March 2nd 

at the Belwood Cabana Club 

from 9AM—2 PM 
 

Lunch will be provided.  
 

We will be working on projects for the 

Scholarship booth.  
 

Sign up at the February meeting.  

Show Set-up meeting 3/2 
at 1 PM at  Belwood Cabana Club 

 

Anyone who is overseeing an area  

during setup should attend.  
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Next show meeting  

March 5 at 7:30 PM 

at Randy Harris’ home  
 

Everyone is welcome to attend 

and share ideas.  
 

This is the current Show Committee. As 

you can see there are plenty of holes. 

What can you do to help??? 
 

Show Chairman: Frank Mullaney—408-691-2656 

 

Dealer Chairman: Randy Harris  831-438-5150 

Hospitality: OPEN 

 

Ticket sales: Jacquelyn Calderon 

 

Demonstrators: Bill Simpson 

 

Kids Area: June Harris  831-438-5150 

 

Scholarship booth: Michael Paone  

Door Prizes: OPEN 

 

Show building layout: Randy Harris  

Set-up/Teardown chairman: by committee  

 

Trailer logistics: Herb Vogel  

 

Sign design and construction: Frank Mullaney  

 

Mementos: Frank Mullaney  

Advertising Chairman: OPEN 

Advertising assistant: Nancy Garrison 

 

Dealer food coordinator: Joan Schramm 

 

Security: Matt Wood 

 

Paper program: Chuck Boblenz 

 

Show Name Tags: David Marshall 

 

Exhibits: David Lowe 
Sign Placement: John Bahr 

 

Trailer Management-Teardown 

 1. Case Trailer: OPEN 

 2. General Trailer: Marc Mullaney 

Fluorescent Mineral Exhibit: Frank Mullaney and 

David Lowe 

 

Special speakers/exhibitors: Frank Mullaney 
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Show and Tell  
by David Marshall  

 
 

Hello everyone. I missed our January meeting as I 
was in Quartzsite for my annual buying trip. Joan 
Schramm graciously accepted my invitation to host 
this part of our program 
 
Louis Latronica brought large mineral specimens on 
sculpted wood bases - Cobaltian Calcite mineral 
(striking deep pink mineral on lovely smooth ringed 
wooden base); polished oblong Watermelon Tourma-
line (bright pink, green and purple layers); Citrine 
piece, possible Amethyst piece. Louis answered 
questions from the group regarding how he works the 
bases, and chooses his specimens.  He said he picks 
what he thinks will work with the color of the base.  
The pinpoint light he used to highlight his specimens 
really "pinpointed" his skill in creating such beauties, 
and all agreed he was successful in his choices! 
  
Guest Leo Lu, from the Sequoia Gem & Mineral club, 
brought some very exotic carved pieces - several 
gleaming black sculptures of a leopard, 4 dolphins 
and other small figurines.  He explained that these are 
all carved from precious black coral from Tonga and 
Hawaii.  He was taught to carve in his native China by 
just one man who spent his life learning the fine art of 
intricate Chinese carving.  Leo hopes to return to 
China soon for more materials and specimens to 
show us! 
  
Our main presenter for the evening was Dennis 
Freiburger, a member of the Contra Costa County 
Mineral and Gem Society. He presented a slide show 
on his Gemstone Safari trip to Tanzania in 2011. 
Along with his extensive slide show and videos on the 
processes used in the mining of sapphires, garnets, 
tourmaline, graphite and hematite, Dennis displayed 
some of the actual uncut gemstones (with some of 
that Tanzanian dust) he excavated from the mines 
and pits he and his helpers worked in.  
 
Thank you Louis, Leo, and Dennis for sharing your 
beautiful and unique pieces. And, again a special 
thank you to Joan for filling in for me. Members with 
your last name beginning with D, E, or F are re-
quested to bring in something interesting to share. 
  

Sunshine 
 

If you know of a society member who has been 

or is ill, had a death in the family, or has had a 

great event happen in their life, please contact 

Margo Mosher with the news.  Margo’s phone 

number is (408) 578-2841, or email her at  

margomosher@yahoo.com. 
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OOPS! Error on the back  

cover of the  

membership directories.  

 

Please check yours to make sure  

it is correct. The information below is what it 

should say.  
 

President: Frank Mullaney  

 

Vice President: David Marshall 
 

Secretary: Rick Kennedy 

 

Treasurer: Chuck Boblenz 

 

Editor: June Harris 

 

Federation Director: Randy Harris 

 

Alternate Federation Director:  

Michael Paone 

 

Directors:  

Lisa LaRocca 

Bill Simpson 

Joan Schramm 

Matt Wood 

Phillip Tomac 
 

Historian: Michael Paone 
 

Parliamentarian: Dean Welder 



CHECK OUT WHAT OUR  

STUDY GROUPS ARE DOING. 

Smithies  
2014 Schedule  
by Pat Speece 

What do Smithies do?  We fabricate jew-

elry using sterling, copper, and brass.  We 

set cabs into bezels, add embellishments 

and necessities and get to play with lots of 

tools.  This is an informal workshop where 

we have the necessary tools and equip-

ment.  You are also welcome to bring your 

own.  Beginners are always welcome. 
 

Basically, we meet  every Friday from 3-

6pm;  the second Monday of each month, 

and the Tuesday of the following week 

from 7-10pm. 

Sometimes, our Tuesday falls on the fourth 

Tuesday which is club meeting night.  

Smithies will not meet then. 
 

 

FEBRUARY: 21-28 
 

MARCH: 7-10-14-18-21-28 
 

APRIL: 4-11-14-18- 25 
 

MAY: 2-9-12-16-20-23-30 
 

JUNE: 6-9-13-17-20-27 
 

JULY: 11-14-18--25 
 

AUGUST:  1-8-11-15-19-22-29 
 

SEPTEMBER: 5-8-12-16-19-26 
 

OCTOBER: 3-10-13-17-21-24-31 
 

NOVEMBER: 7-10-14-18-21- 
 

DECEMBER:  5-8-12-16-19 

 

The above schedule is subject to change. 
 

If you are on the Smithie email list, you will 

be notified  via email of any cancellations 

as soon as possible. 

Questions?  email me at 

pat.speece@comcast.net 

 

Happy New Year!   Pat 
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New SCVGMS members 
Terri Reiller– Terri is interested in cutting and polishing, 

collecting, silversmithing, faceting, carving, stringing 

beads, and field trips.   

Welcome to Terri.  

Cutaways 
by Randy Harris 
 

The next meeting for the  

Cutaways is March 8th at my home.  

Please call to confirm and for direc-

tions, (831) 438-5150. Everyone is welcome. Come 

and cut and shape a rock. $5.00 shop fee. 

 

No Free Lunch at the Show!  
 

We have been informed by the fairground food 

vendor, Ovations, that we will not be allowed to 

provide any food for our club members or show 

dealers.  We petitioned the vendor to allow people 

to bring snacks and were told it will not be allowed.  

No outside food will be allowed  

on the fairground’s property.  
 

Please understand that this is not what the show 

committee wants, but just one of the many 

changes we are having to deal with as a result of 

change of management of the fairgrounds. 
 

Bragging Rights Results  

and the theme  

for the February meeting.  

For the month of February, the contest theme is 

òpetrified woodó.     
 

There are two contests in February; Adults and Juniors.   
 

Rita Jarrett is taking over the monthly Bragging Rights 

Contest.  She had an article in the January Breccia re-

questing help.  Letõs step up to help her.   
 

January Winners:  

Adult category: Louis Latronica  
 

Junior Category: Chase Tomac  



 

February 18th Smithies meeting from 7-10PM at 

Pat Speece’s home. 
 

February 21st Smithies meeting from 3-6PM at 

Pat Speece’s home. 
 

February 25th General meeting at 7:45 PM.  
 

February 27th Board meeting at 7:30 PM at 

Randy Harris’ home 
 

February 28th Smithies meeting from 3-6PM at 

Pat Speece’s home. 

 

March 2nd Play Day from 9 am to 2 pm at the 

Belwood Cabana Clubhouse, 100 Belwood 

Gateway, Los Gatos. Lunch provided 
 

March 2nd Show Set up meeting at 1 pm at the 

Belwood  Cabana Clubhouse, 100 Belwood 

Gateway, Los Gatos.  
 

March 5th Show meeting at 7:30 PM at Randy 

Harris’ home.  
 

March 7th Smithies meeting from 3-6PM at Pat 

Speece’s home. 
 

March 8th Cutaway’s meeting from 9-noon at 

Randy Harris’ home 
 

March 10th Smithies meeting from 7-10PM at 

Pat Speece’s home. 

 

March 14th Smithies meeting from 3-6PM at Pat 

Speece’s home. 

 

March 18th Smithies meeting from 7-10PM at 

Pat Speece’s home. 

 

March 21st Smithies meeting from 3-6PM at Pat 

Speece’s home. 
 

March 25th General meeting at 7:45 PM.  
 

March 27th Board meeting at 7:30 PM at Bill 

Simpson’s home 
 

March 28th Smithies meeting from 3-6PM at Pat 

Speece’s home. 
 

April 4th Smithies meeting from 3-6PM at Pat 

Speece’s home. 

April 11th Smithies meeting from 3-6PM at Pat 

Speece’s home. 

 

 

2013 SCVGMS  

Calendar 

Field Trip Schedule 
 

For more information about field trips,  

please contact Dean Welder at  

fieldtrips@scvgms.org 
 

 

 

May 2 - 4, 2014 Topaz Mtn.,  Delta, UT for To-

paz crystals, Bixbite, Pseudobrookite crystals, 

and Hematite crystals.  
 

June 7 –8, 2014 Virgin Valley, NV for Opals 

and opalized/petrified wood; Plush, OR for 

Sunstones.  
 

July 31– August 4, 2014 AFMS Multi Federa-

tion Field trip to Terry, Montana for Montana 

Agate, Jasper, Petrified wood, fossil coral, 

stromatolites, and numerous other oddities.  
 

If you have an ideas or contacts for local 

field trips, contact Dean.  Also, if you would 

like to lead a field trip, please contact Dean. 

His email address is above. 
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Hooray!!! 

Clear Creek BLM Area  

to open again. 
 

by Bill Spence, SCVGMS PLAC chairman 
 

On February 12 BLM announced publication 

of the Record of Decision to implement the 

Resource Management Plan for Clear Creek.  

Effective immediately you may apply to BLM 

Hollister for entry permits that will be good af-

ter March 15 at a cost of $5 per person per 

day. The automated system to be used long 

term is not yet approved for use at CCMA 

but Hollister will work with you in the mean-

time to issue permits at the office, by mail or 

over the phone. Payment by cash, check or 

credit card. Full details should be available 

on Hollister's BLM website shortly. 



2014 SCVGMS annual show  

Timeline 
Friday April 11th 

 7AM—Set up begins (** must be completed by noon) 

  **Table leveling   -Chairman 

  **Table skirting   Rosmarie Vogel– Chairman 

  **Display case building    Chuck Boblenz– Chairman 

  **Fluorescent mineral tent  Rick Kennedy– Chairman 

  Scholarship booth   Michael Paone– Chairman 

  Hospitality, ticket selling, door prize area -Chairman 

  Kids Area      June Harris– Chairman 

  Signage     John Bahr– Chairman 

  Demonstrator area -   -Chairman 

  Trailer unloading-   -Chairman 

 Noon-8PM 

  Dealers arrival and set up 

  Display Case exhibitors  

 8 PM   

  Security to check building doors to make sure locked. Check club trailers to make sure 

 they are locked. Give overnight security last minute instructions.  
Saturday, April 12th  

 8AM - 9:30AM—Dealer set up continues 

 8:30 AM - Show flags need to placed in front of Fairgrounds & down the esplanade.  

 9:45AM– Workers need to be in place in the booth and receiving instructions.  

 9:55 AM—Five minute warning by security that the door will be opening.  

 10 AM– Doors open.  

 11 AM Richard Wade’s Volcano show 

 1 PM Richard Wade’s Dinosaur show  

 3 PM  Richard Wade’s Volcano show 

 4:50 PM Security makes announcement about show closing.  

 4:50 PM Bring in flags from front of fairgrounds 

 5:00 PM Show closes, customers need to be escorted from building. 
Sunday, April 13th  

 8:30 AM - Show flags need to placed in front of Fairgrounds & down the esplanade.  

 9:45AM– Workers need to be in place in the booth and receiving instructions.  

 9:55 AM—Five minute warning by security that the door will be opening.  

 10 AM– Doors open.  

 11 AM Richard Wade’s Volcano show 

 1 PM Richard Wade’s Dinosaur show  

 3 PM  Richard Wade’s Volcano show 

 4:50 PM Security makes announcement about show closing.  

 5 PM Show closes, customers need to be escorted from building.  

 Security to announce all clear before teardown begins.  Club members need to watch doors 

 to keep undesirables out.  Security to monitor dealer loading and club trailers.  

 Display case exhibitors remove case contents 

 Tear down of club booths begins. Blue Table skirting on club tables to be folded and stored in 

 club trailer.  Dealer table skirting is disposable and is to be discarded in the trash after the 

 show.   

 7:30—8 PM All done except for the deposits and accounting. 
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February 21 - 23: NEWARK, CA, Mineral & Gem Society 

of Castro Valley, Newark Pavilion , 6430 Thornton Ave.    

Hours: Fri & Sat 10 - 6; Sun 10 - 5,  Contact: Cathy Miller,     

Email: info@mgscv.org, Website: www.mgscv.org  

March 1 - 2: ARCADIA, CA, Monrovia Rockhounds, Los 

Angeles Arboretum & Botanic Gardens, 301 Baldwin 

Avenue, Hours: 9:00 - 4:30 daily, Contact: Jo Anna 

Ritchey, (626) 359-1624,  

Email: joannaritchey@gmail.com, 

Website: www.Moroks.com 

March 1 - 2: VENTURA, CA, Ventura Gem & Mineral 

Society, Ventura County Fairgrounds, 10 W. Harbor 

Blvd., Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4, Contact: Krishna 

Juarez, (805) 323-6725, Email: abaris2007@gmail.com, 

Website: www.vgms.org 

March 8 - 9: SAN MARINO, CA, Pasadena Lapidary 

Society, San Marino Masonic Center, 3130 Huntington 

Drive, Hours: Sat 10 - 6, Sun 10 - 5, Contact: Marcia 

Goetz, (626) 260-7239, Email: joenmar1@verizon.net 

March 8 - 9: SPRECKELS, CA, Salinas Valley Rock & 

Gem Club, Spreckel's Veterans Hall, 5th & Llano 

Streets, Hours: 10 - 5 daily, Contact: Karin Salomon, 

(831) 375-5233, Email: k1.salomon72@yahoo.com 

Website: www.salinasrockandgem.com 

March 8 - 9: TURLOCK, CA Mother Lode Mineral Soci-

ety, Modesto, Stanislaus County Fairgrounds, 900 North 

Broadway, Hours: 10 - 5 daily, Contacts: Bud & Terry 

McMillin, (209) 524-3494, (209) 484-4416 cell,  

Email: terry_mcmillin@yahoo.com 

Website: www.turlockgemshow.com 

March 15 - 16: LEMOORE, CA, Lemoore Gem & Mineral 

Society, Trinity Hall, 470 Champion Street,  

Hours: Sat 10 - 6; Sun 10 - 4, Contact: Chris Wertenber-

ger (559) 309-3433 Email: georgersilva@sbcglobal.net,  

March 22 - 23: ANGELS CAMP, CA, Calaveras Gem & 

Mineral Society, Calaveras County Fairgrounds, 101 

Frogtown Road, Hours: Sat 10—5; Sun 10—4, Contact: 

Robin Williams, (209) 728-8277  

Email: amy95247@yahoo.com 

Website: www.calaverasgemandmineral.org 

March 22- 23: ROSEVILLE, CA, Roseville Rock Rollers, 

Roseville (Placer County) Fairgrounds, 800 All Ameri-

can City Blvd, Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4, Contact: 

Gloria Marie, (916) 216-1114,  

Email: gloriarosevillerockrollers@gmail.com,  

Website: www.rockrollers.com 

March 29 - 30: TORRANCE, CA, South Bay Lapidary & 

Mineral Society, Torrance, Ken Miller Recreation Cen-

ter, 3341 Torrance Blvd (entrance on Madrona Ave),     

Hours: Sat. 10 - 5; Sun. 10 - 4, Contact: Craig Polliard & 

Chris Lemaster, (310) 533-4931,  

Email: CraigPolliard@yahoo.com 

Website: www.palosverdes.com/sblap                       

April 12 - 13: PARADISE, CA, Paradise Gem & Mineral 

Society, Elks Lodge, 6309 Clark Road, Hours: Sat 10 - 5; 

Sun 10 - 4, Contact: Manuel Garcia, (530) 877-7324, 

Email: paradisegemmineralclub@yahoo.com  

Website: www.paradisegem.org 

April 12 - 13: SAN JOSE, CA, Santa Clara Val-

ley Gem & Mineral Society, Santa Clara 

County Fairgrounds, 344 Tully Road, Hours: 10 

- 5 daily, Contact: Frank Mullaney, (408) 266-

1791; (408) 691-2656 (cell)  Email: 

info@scvgms.org, Website: www.scvgms.org  
April 19 - 20: MARIPOSA, CA, Mariposa Gem & Mineral 

Society, Mariposa County Fairgrounds, Fairgrounds 

Drive (Hwy 49 South - 1.8 miles south of Mariposa, 

Hours: 10 - 6 daily, Contact: Martin Foden, (209) 742-

4036, Email: martin@safarigold.com,  

Website: www.camineralmuseum.com                       

April 26 - 27: THOUSAND OAKS, CA, Conejo Gem & 

Mineral Club, Borchard Park Community Center, 190 

Reino Road (at Borchard Rd.), Hours: 10 - 5 daily, Con-

tact: Robert Sankovich, (805) 494-7734 , Email: 

rmsorca@adelphia.net, Website: www.cgamc.org      

April 26 - 27: SANTA CRUZ, CA, Santa Cruz Mineral & 

Gem Society, Santa Cruz Civic Auditorium , Church St 

& Center St, Hours: 10 - 5 daily, Contact: Dean Welder, 

(408) 353-2675, Website: www.scmgs.org  

May 2 - 4: BISHOP, CA, Lone Pine Gem & Mineral     

Society, Bishop Fairgrounds, Sierra Street & Fair Drive,     

Hours: Fri 5 - 10; Sat 9 - 7; Sun 10 - 3, Contact: Steve 

Mobley, (760) 793-6025,  

Email: steve@littlebearrocks.com                                     

May 3 - 4: ANAHEIM, CA, Searchers Gem & Mineral 

Society, Brookhurst Community Center, 2271 W. Cres-

cent Avenue, Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4:30, Contact: 

Robert & Sharon Burson, (562) 860-5938; cell (562) 706-

2054, Email: bursonrocks@verizon.net, Website: 

www.searchersrocks.org 

May 3 - 4: PASO ROBLES, CA, Santa Lucia Rockhounds, 

Pioneer Park & Museum, 2010 Riverside Avenue, Hours: 

9 - 5 daily Kim Noyes, (805) 610-0603,  

Email: kimnoyes@gmail.com    

Website: www.slrockhounds.org                                     

May 3 - 4: YUCAIPA, CA, Yucaipa Valley Gem & Min-

eral Society, Scherer Senior Center, 2202 First Street,     

Hours: Sat 10 - 6, Sun. 10 - 4, Contact: Lee Peterson, 

(909) 794-0731, Email: res09ayd@verizon.net,  

Website: www.yvgms.org/wiki   

     

Let’s visit a show  

CFMS Club Show Calendar 
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Silent Auction! 

March General Meeting,  

March 25, 2014 
 
FAQs 
 

What's that? 

Items to be offered for bid are  brought by 

members/guests and displayed on tables.  

Each item has a bid sheet.  Bids are in 50 

cent increments.  The last name on the list 

wins the item, and pays the cashier. 
 

What to bring? 

Bring just about anything.  Items do not have 

to be hobby related.  We have auctioned off 

homemade candies, plants, pottery,  tools, 

and thingamajigs. 
 

 

Timing? 

When the whistle blows, that bidding time 

section is closed.  Bidders cannot start to 

write their name.   

There will be three bidding time periods.  The 

president will announce the closing of each 

period, and Suzi will blow her whistle. 
 

At the end of each time period, one of the 

three tables will be closed, signifying that the 

last name on the bid sheet wins the item.   

Example:  The yellow cat table is closed.  This 

is the signal that you can go see if you won 

anything on that table.  If so, pick it up and 

take it to the bankers in the back by the 

kitchen.  Pay for your items and you are set. 
 

Payment:  cash or personal check.  All pro-

ceeds go to the club treasury. 
 

Suggestions: 

-come early to add your item to the fun, and 

to see what other people have brought that 

you might like 

-bring a tote bag for your goodies 

-bring cash or check 
 

-Enjoy! 
 

Questions?  Email pat.speece@comcast.net 

SCVGMS Show 

April 12 & 13 
Santa Clara County Fairgrounds Expo Hall  

Show report 

by June Harris 
 

As our annual show time approaches, we have 

found that we need to make some changes to our 

usual show procedures and habits.  Most of the 

changes are in reaction to changes that have hap-

pened either at the fairgrounds or due to the death 

of several key members of the show committee.  The 

changes are listed below with the resulting changes.  

 

1. Show Set Up - We will one have one day for show 

set up, Friday April 11.  It will begin at 7 AM and has 

to be completed no later than 8:30 PM.  

 

2. Show worker parking - We will be giving out park-

ing passes to those members who have signed up in 

advance to work at least 4 hours on Saturday or Sun-

day at the show.   

 

3. Free admission to the show - We will be giving free 

admission to the show to those members who have 

signed up in advance to work at least 4 hours on 

Saturday or Sunday at the show, who are willing to 

take on a worker position for 4 hours that day.  Tick-

eting will have a list of who signed up.  Those who 

have not signed up early and who are unwilling to 

work during the show will be expected to pay admis-

sion.  You can sign up for a shift or two at the general 
meetings in February or March and at the show set 

up.   

 

4. No free lunch for workers - The fairgrounds has pro-

hibited our ability to provide an affordable lunch to 

our members.  We can either purchase a box lunch 

from the fairgrounds  caterer or nothing.  We can not 

afford the box lunch pricing.  No outside food is al-

lowed on the fairgrounds property.  

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and 

help with the show.  
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2014 SCVGMS Annual Show Update 

Car Signs 

Get them placed 

on your car. Call 

Frank Mullaney to 

make an appoint-

ment.  

Poster and 

business card 

distribution. 

Contact Frank 

Mullaney if you 

can help.  

2014 Show  

Chairpersons needed for: 

 

Hospitality & Door Prizes 
 

 

Both of these jobs could be shared by 

two people or couples. Both are easy to 

do and require a small amount of time 

besides the time actually at the show.   

All Hands on Deck!! 

Workers needed for the 

following dates: 

April 11 Show Set-up 

April 12 & 13 Annual Show  

Mark your 2014 calendars 

to plan to help for a    

minimum of 8 hours.  

Display case entry form for com-

petitive and noncompetitive 

cases is available on page 13 of 

this newsletter.  For help with en-

tering a competitive display case, 

contact Frank Mullaney, or Chuck 

Boblenz.  

Next show meeting  

Date: March 5th  

Place: Randy Harris’ 

home  

Time: 7:30 PM. 

Everyone is  

welcome!! 



Show Sign Form for Saturday, April 12th, 2014 

Breccia  
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Job 9:45 AM - Noon  Noon – 2 PM.  2 PM - 5PM 

Tickets RK Owen  RK Owen  RK Owen  

Tickets 

 

Marsha Owen  Marsha Owen  Marsha Owen  

Hospitality 

 

Phil Tomac  Phil Tomac  

Hospitality    

Hospitality    

Greeter    

Security Matt Wood  Matt Wood  Matt Wood  

Security Louis Latronica  Kelly Van Vleck   

Security Anne Ruiz Anne Ruiz  

Security Jesús Ruiz Jesús Ruiz  

Scholarship Booth Dave Lowe  Dave Lowe  Dave Lowe  

Scholarship Booth    

Scholarship Booth    

Scholarship Booth    

Kids Area 

 

Melinda Salinas  Melinda Salinas  Melinda Salinas  

Kids Area Karen Welder    

Kid Area 

 

Chase Tomac  Chase Tomac  

    

    



Show Sign Form for Sunday, April 13th, 2014 

Breccia  

February, 2014 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 11 

Job 9:45 AM - Noon  Noon – 2 PM.  2 PM - 5PM 

Tickets    

Tickets 

 

   

Hospitality 

 

 Sieg Vogel   

Hospitality  Rosmarie Vogel   

Hospitality    

Greeter    

Security Don Jensen Don Jensen 

 

 

Security Louis Latronica  Kelly Van Vleck   

Security  Louis Latronica  

Security    

Scholarship Booth Dave Lowe  Dave Lowe  Dave Lowe  

Scholarship Booth    

Scholarship Booth    

Scholarship Booth    

Kids Area 

 

Rita Jarrett  Rita Jarrett  Rita Jarrett  

Kids Area Jeri Boblenz  Jeri Boblenz  Jeri Boblenz  

Kid Area 

 

   

    

    



Single item competition at the SCVGMS annual show  

  
We will be sponsoring single item competition again at our show in April. We hope that more of our members will be able to partici-
pate this year.  This gives us all a way to show our work and learn how our items compare to others.  
 

The following are general rules for each category:  All competitors shall be SCVGMS members. Each competitor shall be limited to 
one entry for each award offered. Each entry shall have been made within the last two (2) years. All workmanship must be done by 
the competitor. Each entry must be labeled with the name of the material and, where applicable, the technique(s) used.  All items sub-
mitted need to have two labels, one with the competitorôs name and one without the competitorôs name, both with the material infor-
mation.  
 

All items will be judged by the Uniform Rules of the American Federation and each item will start with 100 points. We are listing below 
the points which will apply to each groupôs entries.  The points which are listed are the amount which the judges may deduct for prob-
lems with a particular part of your display.  
 

Categories 
 Mineraleers: These are the points for Thumbnail Minerals as listed in the Rules:   
  Labeling, 15; Showmanship, 15; Quality, 70. 
 Cutaways: These points are the most used in the Lapidary section:  
  Labeling, 5; Showmanship, 15; Quality, 25; Variety, 10; Workmanship, 45.  
 Silversmiths: The points apply to the majority of the Jewelry category:  
  Labeling, 15; Showmanship, 15; Quality, 10; Variety, 15; Workmanship, 35; Design, 10. 
 Fossileers: The points are the most commonly used in the Fossil section:  
  Labeling, 30; Showmanship, 10; Quality, 30; Rarity, 5; Variety, 20; Reference list, 5.  
 Facet Cutting: These points apply to Faceted Stones: 
  Labeling, 5; Showmanship, 10; Quality, 10; Workmanship, 65; Variety, 10.  
 Carvers:  
  Labeling, 5; Showmanship, 10; Quality, 10; Workmanship, 65; Design, 10. 
 Stringers:  
  Labeling, 10; Showmanship, 10; Quality, 10; Workmanship, 55; Design, 15.  
  
The Showmanship category covers the way your piece is set up for display. All of the items will be placed in a case with similar items 
and you may bring a stand or similar display piece in order to show your piece to its best advantage.  
 

Please get your application in to the Chairman, Frank Mullaney, as soon as possible, and you will need to have an application for 
each piece you are displaying. If you have question, give Frank a call at (408) 691-2656 and he will be glad to help. Items to be 
judged must be given to the Chairman on setup day. No items will be accepted for competition on setup day without a          
completed application that was turned in by the deadline below.  
  
  

Application for Single Item Entry in SCVGMS show, April 12 & 13, 2014.   One entry per form, please.  
  
Name of competitor: _________________________________________________ 
  
Phone Number: ______________________  Email: ________________________________________ 
  
Category you wish to enter:      _____Mineraleers  ______Cutaways  
  
______Silversmiths    _____Fossileers   ______Facet Cutting  
  
______Carvers      _____Stringers 
  
Type of item:_____________________________________________________________ 
  
Please return application by March 25, 2014 to Frank Mullaney, 5705 Begonia Dr., San Jose, CA 95124   

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

Breccia  

February, 2014 
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End of Case Back of Case 

Bottom of case 

SCVGMS Display Case Dimensions 

All dimensions are inside dimensions 

2
1
 7

/8
 in

c
h

e
s 

46 5/8 inches 

2
0
 1

/2
 in

c
h

e
s 

20 1/2 inches 

22 1/2 inches 

Please note—these are inside dimensions 

of our club display cases. You must cut 

your liner material (whether it be plywood, 

cardboard, hardboard, or whatever) a 

little smaller to allow for the liner cloth 

which folds over the edges.  The front of 

the case slopes inward at the bottom.  

Breccia  
February 2014 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
San Jose, CA 
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 SCVGMS Member and Guest Display Case Entry Form  

Annual Show Date: April 12 & 13, 2014 
Case setup on April 11th after noon, and case tear-down on April 13th at 5PM 

  

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Telephone: _________________________________ Email: ______________________________________________ 
  

I will furnish my own display case ___Yes,  ___ No   Case Depth___________   Case Width_____________ 
  

I will need to borrow a display case  ____Yes,  ___No 
  

Exhibit description: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Are you entering this case in our Case Competition? _____Yes,  ____ No                
  

Competitive Case information  (cases to be judged by AFMS Uniform Rules)  

Chuck Boblenz, or Frank Mullaney can help you complete this section, if you need help.  
  

Subdivision:____________________   Class: ________________________________ 

  

Entry Level: ___ Master,    ____Advanced,     ____Novice,     _____Junior,         ____Society          

  

Please return the completed form to:  

Member Display chairman, David Lowe, 992-8 Belmont Terrace, Sunnyvale, 94086 by March 25, 2014 



Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
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SCVGMS 

April Show Previewed 

 
Michael Paone has done it again, 

and this UTUBE video is terrific. 
 

Here is the link to use to watch it. 

 
http://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=wQtDAKtrIgY 

 
Pass it along to your friends and invite 

them to our show 
April 12 and 13  

at the fairgrounds 

$1.00 off coupon online  

or on the show business cards.  



Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society General meeting minutes 

January 28, 2014 

 

The January meeting of the Santa Clara Valley Gem and MIneral Society was called to order at 7:45 PM 

at the Belwood Cabana Clubhouse in Los Gatos by President, Frank Mullaney. Pledge of Alligence was 

recited.  Frank announced that the board meeting would be at his house on January 30 at 7:30 PM. 

Minutes from November general meeting were approved as printed in the Breccia. 

Correspondence:  We have received the following items: Dodge and Cox Statement, request to main-

tain our society's membership at the California Mining and Mineral Museum in Mariposa, Request from 

the PTA at Briarwood Elementary school, Coupon from Office max, Notice from the State Board of Equali-

zation, Notice from Vallejo Gem and Mineral society regarding upcoming show. Items were disbursed to 

officers as needed and answered appropriately. 

New Members: Rita Jarrett, Michelle Powers, and Melinda Salinas were welcomed as new members. 

Presentations of Bars and Triangles to Lisa LaRocca, David Lowe, and Dean Welder. 

2014 Annual show: Frank indicated that there have been some major changes at the fairground includ-

ing our usual set up time, fairgrounds security during show, concessions considerations, and parking loca-

tions and passes.  We will be making changes to our usual plans to accommodate these changes.  

 Display Case entry forms, both competitive and noncompetitive, are available. David Lowe is 

chairing this area.  Deadline for entries is March meeting. Form to be in the Breccia 

 Individual Item competition: Forms are available tonight and will be in the Breccia  

 Still need the following chairman for the show areas- hospitality, door prizes, and show chairman 

for 2015 show.  

 Next show meeting February 10th at Frank Mullaney's home at 7:30 PM. 

Field trips: Interregional Federation Field trip to Terry, Montana from July 31- August 4th. 

Member Displays: Louis Latronica and Leo Lu both displayed some of their art. 

Sunshine: No report, but need more happy events to celebrate. 
Study Groups:  

 Cutaways: Randy indicated that this group meets on the second Saturday of the month at his 

house.  Call before attending to confirm. 

 Smithies:  Pat indicated a complicated calendar of study sessions of Monday, Tuesday, and Fri-

days.  Dates of meetings in the Breccia. Email to confirm with Pat, or to be added to her email list. 

 Photography group: Matt Wood is starting a new study group for photography of rocks and miner-

als.  The first meeting will be February 12th at 7 PM at his home.  Email to confirm. He expects the first 

meeting to last 2 hours.  Also, Matt's phone number in the new directory is incorrect because he recently 

disconnected that line. 

Website update: New password for member's only section:  Rk Owen and club secretary will have pass-

word available for members. 

Hospitality: 42 members and 16 guests. The guests were welcomed and membership requirements were 

discussed. 

Jobs for society that are still unfilled: Founder's day picnic (FDP) chairman, FDP Bingo, FDP Raffle, Meeting 

set up, Meeting tear down, meeting programs, Show chairman for 2015, Library, Installation dinner. 

February meeting social will be  a pizza party before the meeting. 

Play Day on March 2nd to work on Scholarship booth.  Pizza for workers.  Sign up at February meeting. 

PLAC- No report 

Federation: Randy Harris encouraged members to attend one of the upcoming CFMS Earth Science resi-

dent camps, Zyzyx or Camp Paradise.  Colleen McGann indicated that Zyzyx is full for March.   

Meeting program was given by Dennis Freiburger on collecting gemstones in Tanzania.  Great program.  

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM,  

Respectfully submitted by June Harris, Acting Secretary 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 
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Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society Board meeting minutes 

January 30, 2014 

The January board meeting of the Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society was called to order at 7:30 

PM at the home of President, Frank Mullaney. The following board members were present: Frank Mullaney, 

Chuck Boblenz, June Harris, Randy Harris, Michael Paone, Lisa LaRocca, and Dean Welder. 

The minutes of the December 5th meeting were approved as corrected.  The correction were as follows: Old 

Business #5- Belwood Cabana Club not Los Gatos Cabana Club. New Business: Swingers should have in-

cluded Show committee chairmen. 

Correspondence: None since general meeting.  MSP (M. Paone, D. Welder)to donate $1.00 per member to 

continue our club membership at the California Mineral and Mining Museum in Mariposa.  

New members: Chuck Boblenz reviewed Terry Reiller's membership application with the board. MSP R. Harris, L. 

LaRocca) to accept Terry Reiller for membership.  

Dodge and Cox: need new signatures on account.  Chuck to contact Dodge and Cox to coordinate getting 

new signers on the account. MSP (R. Harris, D. Welder) to have Michael Paone, Frank Mullaney, Chuck 

Boblenz, and June Harris as signers on the Dodge and Cox account, to be updated in the future as needed.  

2013 Audit Report: Chuck Boblenz passed out the signed audit report.  June Harris commented on it.  MSP: R. 

Harris, M. Paone) to approve and file the audit report. 

Treasurer's Report: Chuck Boblenz  passed out the Treasurer's report. Two additional bills were turned in tonight.  

MSP  (R. Harris, D. Welder) to pay the bills as presented. 

2014 show: 

 1. Mileage request: June Harris asked for mileage reimbursement for a total of 8 meetings attended or 

will be attended to promote the show and Kids Area. MSP ( D. Welder, C. Boblenz) to reimburse June's mile-

age at our standard rate of 28 cents per mile.  

 2. Mementoes: Frank found jeweler's loupes, in Quartzsite, to engrave for 2014 show mementoes. Cost 

for loupes $1.50 each plus engraving fee.  

 3. Show -Fairgrounds setup:  

  A. Herb must move the trailers to fairgrounds on Thursday rather than Tuesday.  

  B. Friday Morning Set up change from Thursday due to extra charges.  

  C. Set up time to be changed to 7 AM if possible to give us some extra time.  

  D. Skirting for tables.  Discussed press and stick skirting for dealer table to help speed up set 

process.  Need to check fire specs on skirting presented.  MSP: (R. Harris, C. Boblenz)to purchase 150 red skirt-

ing pieces.  

  E. Fliers for schools-Michael commented that the flier needs to include the UTUBE link.  MSP (R. 

Harris, M. Paone)to allow Jacquelyn to print up to $200.00 in fliers for the schools.    

  F. Fluorescent Mineral Tent was discussed.  A tent of less than 400 square feet does not need 

Fire Marshall approval.  Frank need to check on prices for two tents and sides.  

  G. Camping fee has increased to $30.00.  Next year camping will have to be paid directly to 

fairgrounds rather than through SCVGMS  

  H. Fire Marshall fee of $187.00. MSP:(R. Harris, M. Paone) to pay the Fire Marshall fee, for the 

show, of $187.00.  

  I. Turnstiles for front entrance of show will cost $200.00 each. MSP: (R. Harris, M. Paone) to order 

turnstiles for the show. 

  J. Security during the show: MSP (D. Welder, R. Harris) to hire two security guards to roam the 

building while the show is open to the public.  

  K. Outside Food-  No food to be brought in from outside.  A notice to be posted in the Breccia.  

Pizza for Friday set up for lunch.  

  L. Parking passes- we will get 45 free but will need much more.  Fee for passes remains the 

same.  

  M. Insurance- MSP (R. Harris, M. Paone) to have Chuck Boblenz purchase insurance for the 

show.  

  N. Set up layout needs to be finalized 2 weeks before the opening. Need to denote power/

electrical pulls on the layout.  

  O. Demonstrators- Dennis Freiburger wants to man a table for rock and mineral id.  

 4. Show-  Meeting with Fairgrounds Mgmt on February 5th at 11 AM. Frank, Chuck, and June to Attend.  

  A. Need to make sure that we address three side rooms and room for NBFT meeting.  

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
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SCVGMS Treasurer’s Report 

January 30, 2014 

 

Beginning Balance         $23304.25 

 

Income 

 2014 Show: Dealer Fees     $7890.00 

 2014 Show: Kids Area       1036.00 

 Dues              80.00 

 Initiation fee            10.00 

 Installation Dinner            20.00 

 Total income        9036.00 

 

Disbursements 

 2014 Show: Dealer Expenses   $100.81 

 2014 Show: Kids Area         71.72 

 2014 Show: Poster Printing         65.25 

 CFMS dues and insurance    1032.00 

 Installation dinner        777.58 

 Membership directory printing     166.23 

 President’s gift          59.02 

 January Breccia copying         54.08 

 SCVGMS bars and triangles        41.00 

 January meeting refreshments        27.31 

 Total Disbursement     2395.00 

Ending Balance          $29945.25 

  B. Security- overnight sleepovers/ roaming security costs 

  C. 50% down payment for building rental 

  D. 5% of ticket sales fee 

  E. Down payment requests  

  F. Collapsing tables, drinking fountains & bathrooms that are out of order. 

 Old Business: 

 Field Trips and NBFT: No Report  

 Trailers insurance: ongoing 

 Juniors: nothing new 

 Computer for newsletter: Nothing new 

 Mindat- sponsoring a page- Nothing new 

New Business:  

 Santa Clara County Fair: MSP (R. Harris, C. Boblenz) to authorize Frank Mullaney to get a club booth 

at the Santa Clara County Fair.  

 New Study Group: Matt Wood would like to start a new study group centered around photography.  

MSP (R. Harris, M. Paone) to authorize Matt Wood to start a new study group. Name to be determined after 

first meeting.  

 Secret Bid Auction: (L. LaRocca, R. Harris)move to have 3 items per meeting for an auction. Items to 

be from DRC donations. June Harris volunteered to run it if the DRC does not want to do it.  

 Lunch for upcoming Playday- March 2nd. Michael suggested a menu of pizza and salad. MSP (R. 

Harris, M. Paone) to purchase lunch for people who attend Play Day on March 2. 

 Boy Scout Geology Merit Badge: June Harris discussed the number of leaders approaching her about 

having another day.  She indicated that it would need to be after the show before she could think about.  

Frank to check with DeLana about the possible donation of the use of a building at the fairgrounds.  

Motion to adjourn at 9:13 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

June Harris, acting secretary 
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SCVGMS ELECTED OFFICERS 

President:  Frank Mullaney  

   (408) 266-1791  

Vice President:  David Marshall 

 (408) 246-7681 

Secretary: Rick Kennedy 

   (408) 529-9690 

Treasurer: Chuck Boblenz 

 (408) 734-2473 

Editor: June Harris 

   (831) 438-5150 

Federation Director: Randy Harris 

 (831) 438-5150 

Alternate Fed. Director: Michael Paone 

 (408) 340-3258 

Directors: 

      Lisa LaRocca        (408) 732-7870 

     Joan Schramm      (408) 356-0345 

  Bill Simpson       (408) 559-0789 

 Phil Tomac        (408) 210-8656 

 Matt Wood         (650) 485-9728 

 

Historian: Michael Paone (408) 340-3258 

Parliamentarian: Dean Welder       

 (408) 353-2675 

 

SCVGMS COMMITTEE HEADS 

Donation Receiving Committee Chair: 

 Pat Speece 

Field Trip Committee Coordinator:  

 Dean Welder  

Founder’s Day Picnic Food: OPEN        

Founder’s Day Raffle: OPEN 

Founder’s Day Bingo: OPEN 

Hospitality: Pat and Louis Schuesler 

Installation Dinner: OPEN 

Librarian: OPEN 

Meeting Setup: OPEN 

Meeting Teardown: Rick Kennedy 

Member Displays: David Marshall 

PLAC (Public Lands Advisory Committee): 

Bill Spence 

Program: OPEN 

Refreshments: Jacquelyn Calderon 

Show 2013: Frank Mullaney,  

 and Randy Harris 

Show 2014:  Frank Mullaney 

Silent Auction: Pat Speece 

Social: Jacquelyn Calderon 

Sunshine: OPEN 

Trailer Custodian: Herb Vogel 

Trophies: Frank Mullaney 

Webmaster: RK Owen 

Santa Clara Valley  

Gem and Mineral Society 

P.O. Box 54, San Jose, CA 95103-0054 

Website: www.scvgms.org 

Email: info@scvgms.org 

Phone Number (408) 265-1422 

Like US on Facebook:  

http://www.facebook.com/scvgms 

An Invitation 

 This society is pleased to invite guests to attend general 

meetings, study groups, and field trips.  General meetings are     

normally held the fourth Tuesday of every month at 7:45 PM at   

100 Belwood Gateway (the Cabana Club), Los Gatos, CA 

95032.  Belwood Gateway is just south of Blossom Hill Road       

between Leigh Avenue and Harwood Road. 

Our next general meeting will be on February 25, 2013, at the 

Cabana Club, 100 Belwood Gateway, Los Gatos, CA 95032 at 

7:45 PM.  

Our next board meeting will be on February 27, 2013, at Randy 

and June Harris’ home at 7:30 PM.  

  

Our Society’s Purpose: The inculcation of a love of rocks and minerals 

by the furtherance of members' interests in the earth sciences and by 

education in all facets of related educational activities with the promo-

tion of good fellowship, proper ethics, and conduct. 
 

 Our Membership Requirements: Attendance at two general 

meetings within twelve months. This society is a member of the Califor-

nia Federation of Mineralogical Societies (CFMS) and is affiliated with 

the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS). Dues are 

$20.00 per year. 
 

 Our Newsletter, the Breccia, is published ten times annually.  

The deadline for most articles is the Sunday before the regular meeting.  

The Breccia Editor is June Harris who may be contacted by email at 

juneconeyharris@yahoo.com or by phone at (831) 438-5150.  The Brec-

cia is proofread by Randy Harris.     Exchange bulletins may be sent to 

June Harris at the following address: 107 Dell Way, Scotts Valley, CA 

95066. Permission to copy is freely granted to American Federation of 

Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) affiliated clubs when proper credit is 

given. 

Study Group Leaders 

For information on a study group,  

please call the leader(s) listed below 

 

Cutaways   Randy Harris   (831) 438-5150 

 

Juniors  Needs a new leader. Check the mirror, is it you? 

 

Smithies  Pat Speece  (408) 266-4327 
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